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(EDITOR’S NOTE: Per Ordinance 27-22, passed April 26, 2022, opting-out of H.B. 172, the City
reaffirms the ban on discharging, igniting or exploding fireworks as regulated in Chapter 1519.)
1519.01   Definitions.
1519.02   Public exhibition permit required; fee; bond; records.
1519.03   Unlawful conduct by exhibitor.
1519.04   Possession, sale or discharge prohibited; exceptions.
1519.05   Application.
1519.06   Safety requirements for fireworks showroom structures.
1519.99   Penalty.
 
CROSS REFERENCES
Manufacturers to comply with building and zoning ordinances - see Ohio R.C. 3743.06(F)
Wholesalers to comply with building and zoning ordinances - see Ohio R.C. 3743.19(G)
Arrests, seizure of fireworks by certified fire safety inspector - see Ohio R.C. 3743.68
Conflict of Fire Marshal's rules with rules of Ohio Board of Building Standards - see Ohio R.C.
3781.11(D)
 
 
1519.01 DEFINITIONS.
   As used in this chapter:
   (a)   "Beer" and "intoxicating liquor" have the same meanings as in section 4301.01 of the Ohio
Revised Code.
   (b)   "Booby trap" means a small tube that has a string protruding from both ends, that has a
friction-sensitive composition, and that is ignited by pulling the ends of the string.
   (c)   "Cigarette load" means a small wooden peg that is coated with a small quantity of explosive



composition and that is ignited in a cigarette.
   (d)   (1)    "1.3G fireworks" means display fireworks consistent with regulations of the United
States department of transportation as expressed using the designation "division 1.3" in Title 49,
Code of Federal Regulations.
      (2)    "1.4G fireworks" means consumer fireworks consistent with regulations of the United
States department of transportation as expressed using the designation "division 1.4" in Title 49,
Code of Federal Regulations.
   (e)   “Controlled substance" has the same meaning as in section 3719.01 of the Ohio Revised
Code.
   (f)   “Fireworks" means any composition or device prepared for the purpose of producing a visible
or an audible effect by combustion, deflagration, or detonation, except ordinary matches and
except as provided in section 3743.80 of the Ohio Revised Code.
   (g)   "Fireworks plant" means all buildings and other structures in which the manufacturing of
fireworks, or the storage or sale of manufactured fireworks by a manufacturer, takes place.
   (h)   "Fountain device" means a specific type of 1.4G firework that meets all of the following
criteria:
      (1)    It is nonaerial and nonreport producing.
      (2)    It is recognized and manufactured in accordance with sections 3.1.1 and 3.5 of APA
standard 87-1 (2001 edition).
      (3)    It is a ground-based or hand-held sparkler with one or more tubes containing a
nonexplosive pyrotechnic mixture that produces a shower of sparks upon ignition, with or without
additional effects that may include a colored flame, audible crackling effect, audible whistle effect,
or smoke.
      (4)    It contains not more than seventy-five grams of the nonexplosive pyrotechnic mixture in
any individual tube and not more than five hundred grams or less for multiple tubes.
   (i)   "Highway" means any public street, road, alley, way, lane, or other public thoroughfare.
   (j)   “Licensed exhibitor of fireworks" or "licensed exhibitor" means a person licensed pursuant to
sections 3743.50 to 3743.55 of the Ohio Revised Code.
   (k)   "Licensed fountain device retailer" or "licensed retailer" means a person licensed pursuant to
section 3743.26 of the Ohio Revised Code.
   (l)   "Licensed manufacturer of fireworks" or "licensed manufacturer" means a person licensed
pursuant to sections 3743.02 to 3743.08 of the Ohio Revised Code.
   (m)   "Licensed wholesaler of fireworks" or "licensed wholesaler" means a person licensed
pursuant to sections 3743.15 to 3743.21 of the Ohio Revised Code.
   (n)   "List of licensed exhibitors" means the list required by division (C) of section 3743.51 of the
Ohio Revised Code.
   (o)   "List of licensed manufacturers" means the list required by division (C) of section 3743.03 of
the Ohio Revised Code.
   (p)   "List of licensed wholesalers" means the list required by division (C) of section 3743.16 of
the Ohio Revised Code.
   (q)   "Manufacturing of fireworks" means the making of fireworks from raw materials, none of
which in and of themselves constitute a fireworks, or the processing of fireworks.
   (r)   "Navigable waters" means any body of water susceptible of being used in its ordinary
condition as a highway of commerce over which trade and travel is or may be conducted in the
customary modes, but does not include a body of water that is not capable of navigation by barges,
tugboats, and other large vessels.



   (s)   "Novelties and trick noisemakers" include the following items:
      (1)    Devices that produce a small report intended to surprise the user, including, but not
limited to, booby traps, cigarette loads, party poppers, and snappers;
      (2)    Snakes or glow worms;
      (3)    Smoke devices;
      (4)    Trick matches.
   (t)   "Party popper" means a small plastic or paper item that contains not more than sixteen
milligrams of friction-sensitive explosive composition, that is ignited by pulling a string protruding
from the item, and from which paper streamers are expelled when the item is ignited.
   (u)   "Processing of fireworks" means the making of fireworks from materials all or part of which
in and of themselves constitute a fireworks, but does not include the mere packaging or
repackaging of fireworks.
   (v)   "Railroad" means any railway or railroad that carries freight or passengers for hire, but does
not include auxiliary tracks, spurs, and sidings installed and primarily used in serving a mine,
quarry, or plant.
   (w)   "Retail sale" or "sell at retail" means a sale of fireworks to a purchaser who intends to use
the fireworks, and not resell them.
   (x)   "Smoke device" means a tube or sphere that contains pyrotechnic composition that, upon
ignition, produces white or colored smoke as the primary effect.
   (y)   "Snake or glow worm" means a device that consists of a pressed pellet of pyrotechnic
composition that produces a large, snake-like ash upon burning, which ash expands in length as
the pellet burns.
   (z)   "Snapper" means a small, paper-wrapped item that contains a minute quantity of explosive
composition coated on small bits of sand, and that, when dropped, implodes.
   (aa)   "Trick match" means a kitchen or book match that is coated with a small quantity of
explosive composition and that, upon ignition, produces a small report or a shower of sparks.
   (bb)   "Wire sparkler" means a sparkler consisting of a wire or stick coated with a nonexplosive
pyrotechnic mixture that produces a shower of sparks upon ignition and that contains no more
than one hundred grams of this mixture.
   (cc)   "Wholesale sale" or "sell at wholesale" means a sale of fireworks to a purchaser who
intends to resell the fireworks so purchased.
   (dd)   "Licensed premises" means the real estate upon which a licensed manufacturer or
wholesaler of fireworks conducts business.
   (ee)   "Licensed building" means a building on the licensed premises of a licensed manufacturer
or wholesaler of fireworks that is approved for occupancy by the building official having jurisdiction.
   (ff)   "Fireworks incident" means any action or omission that occurs at a fireworks exhibition, that
results in injury or death, or a substantial risk of injury or death, to any person, and that involves
either of the following:
      (1)    The handling or other use, or the results of the handling or other use, of fireworks or
associated equipment or other materials;
      (2)    The failure of any person to comply with any applicable requirement imposed by this
chapter or any applicable rule adopted under this chapter.
   (gg)   "Discharge site" means an area immediately surrounding the mortars used to fire aerial
shells.
   (hh)   "Fireworks incident site" means a discharge site or other location at a fireworks exhibition
where a fireworks incident occurs, a location where an injury or death associated with a fireworks



incident occurs, or a location where evidence of a fireworks incident or an injury or death
associated with a fireworks incident is found.
   (ii)   "Storage location" means a single parcel or contiguous parcels of real estate approved by
the state fire marshal pursuant to division (I) of section 3743.04 of the Ohio Revised Code or
division (F) of section 3743.17 of the Ohio Revised Code that are separate from a licensed premises
containing a retail showroom, and which parcel or parcels a licensed manufacturer or wholesaler of
fireworks may use only for the distribution, possession, and storage of fireworks in accordance with
this chapter.
      (ORC 3743.01)
1519.02 PUBLIC EXHIBITION PERMIT REQUIRED; FEE; BOND; RECORDS.
   (a)   A licensed exhibitor of fireworks who wishes to conduct a public fireworks exhibition within
the Municipality shall apply for approval to conduct the exhibition to the Fire Chief and from the
Police Chief or other similar chief law enforcement officer, or the designee of the Police Chief or
similar chief law enforcement officer.
   The required approval shall be evidenced by the Fire Chief or Fire Prevention Officer and by the
Police Chief or other similar chief law enforcement officer, or the designee of the Police Chief or
similar chief law enforcement officer, signing a permit for the exhibition, the form for which shall be
prescribed by the State Fire Marshal. Any exhibitor of fireworks who wishes to conduct a public
fireworks exhibition may obtain a copy of the form from the Fire Marshal or, if it is available, from
the Fire Chief, Fire Prevention Officer, Police Chief or other similar chief law enforcement officer, or
the designee of the Police Chief or similar chief law enforcement officer.
   (b)   Before a permit is signed and issued to a licensed exhibitor of fireworks, the Fire Chief or Fire
Prevention Officer in consultation with the Police Chief or other similar chief law enforcement
officer, or a designee of such Police Chief or similar chief law enforcement officer, shall inspect the
premises on which the exhibition will take place and shall determine that, in fact, the applicant for
the permit is a licensed exhibitor of fireworks. Each applicant shall show the applicant’s license as
an exhibitor of fireworks to the Fire Chief or Fire Prevention Officer.
   The Fire Chief or Fire Prevention Officer and the Police Chief or other similar chief law
enforcement officer, or a designee of such Police Chief or similar chief law enforcement officer,
shall give approval to conduct a public fireworks exhibition only if satisfied, based on the
inspection, that the premises on which the exhibition will be conducted allow the exhibitor to
comply with the rules adopted by the Fire Marshal pursuant to Ohio R.C. 3743.53(B) and (E) and
that the applicant is, in fact, a licensed exhibitor of fireworks. The Fire Chief or Fire Prevention
Officer in consultation with the Police Chief or other similar chief law enforcement officer, or a
designee of such Police Chief or similar chief law enforcement officer, may inspect the premises
immediately prior to the exhibition to determine if the exhibitor has complied with the rules, and
may revoke the permit for noncompliance with the rules.
   (c)   The Fire Chief or Fire Prevention Officer and the Police Chief or other similar chief law
enforcement officer, or a designee of such Police Chief or similar chief law enforcement officer,
shall not issue a permit until the applicant pays a permit fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) plus
any necessary costs of investigation of the applicant and of inspecting the premises on which the
exhibition will be conducted.
   Each exhibitor shall provide an indemnity bond in the amount of at least one million dollars
($1,000,000), with surety satisfactory to the Fire Chief or Fire Prevention Officer and to Police Chief
or other similar chief law enforcement officer, or a designee of such Police Chief or similar chief law
enforcement officer, conditioned for the payment of all final judgments that may be rendered



against the exhibitor on account of injury, death or loss to persons or property emanating from the
fireworks exhibition, or proof of insurance coverage of at least one million dollars ($1,000,000) for
liability arising from injury, death or loss to persons or property emanating from the fireworks
exhibition. The Legislative Authority may require the exhibitor to provide an indemnity bond or
proof of insurance coverage in amounts greater than those required by this subsection. The Fire
Chief or Fire Prevention Officer and Police Chief or other similar chief law enforcement officer, or a
designee of such Police Chief or similar chief law enforcement officer, shall not issue a permit until
the exhibitor provides the bond or proof of the insurance coverage required by this subsection.
   (d)   (1)   Each permit for a fireworks exhibition issued by the Fire Chief or Fire Prevention Officer
and by the Police Chief or other similar chief law enforcement officer, or a designee of such Police
Chief or similar chief law enforcement officer, shall contain a distinct number, designate the
Municipality, and identify the certified Fire Safety Inspector, Fire Chief or Fire Prevention Officer
who will be present before, during, and after the exhibition, where appropriate. A copy of each
permit issued shall be forwarded by the Fire Chief or Fire Prevention Officer and by the Police Chief
or other similar chief law enforcement officer, or a designee of such Police Chief or similar chief law
enforcement officer, issuing it to the Fire Marshal, who shall keep a record of the permits received.
A permit is not transferable or assignable.
      (2)   The Fire Chief, Fire Prevention Officer and Police Chief or other similar chief law
enforcement officer, or a designee of such Police Chief or similar chief law enforcement officer,
shall keep a record of issued permits for fireworks exhibitions. In this list, the Fire Chief, Fire
Prevention Officer, Police Chief or other similar chief law enforcement officer, or a designee of such
Police Chief or similar chief law enforcement officer, shall list the name of the exhibitor, the
exhibitor’s license number, the premises on which the exhibition will be conducted, the date and
time of the exhibition and the number of the permit issued to the exhibitor for the exhibition.
   (e)   The governing authority having jurisdiction in the location where an exhibition is to take
place shall require that a certified Fire Safety Inspector, Fire Chief, or Fire Prevention Officer be
present before, during, and after the exhibition, and shall require the certified Fire Safety Inspector,
Fire Chief, or Fire Prevention Officer to inspect the premises where the exhibition is to take place
and determine whether the exhibition is in compliance with this chapter and Ohio R.C. Chapter
3743. (ORC 3743.54)
1519.03 UNLAWFUL CONDUCT BY EXHIBITOR.
   (a)   No licensed exhibitor of fireworks shall fail to comply with the applicable requirements of the
rules adopted by the Fire Marshal pursuant to Ohio R.C. 3743.53(B) and (E) or to comply with
Divisions (C) and (D) of that section.
   (b)   No licensed exhibitor of fireworks shall conduct a fireworks exhibition unless a permit has
been secured for the exhibition pursuant to Section 1519.02 or if a permit so secured is revoked by
the Fire Chief or Fire Prevention Officer in consultation with the Police Chief or other similar chief
law enforcement official or a designee of such Police Chief or other similar law enforcement official
pursuant to that section.
   (c)   No licensed exhibitor of fireworks shall acquire fireworks for use at a fireworks exhibition
other than in accordance with Ohio R.C. 3743.54 and 3743.55.
   (d)   No licensed exhibitor of fireworks or other person associated with the conduct of a fireworks
exhibition shall have possession or control of, or be under the influence of, any intoxicating liquor,
beer or controlled substance while on the premises on which the exhibition is being conducted.
   (e)   No licensed exhibitor of fireworks shall permit an employee to assist the licensed exhibitor in
conducting fireworks exhibitions unless the employee is registered with the Fire Marshal under



Ohio R.C. 3743.56. (ORC 3743.64)

Disclaimer: This Code of Ordinances and/or any other documents that appear on this site may not
reflect the most current legislation adopted by the Municipality. American Legal Publishing provides
these documents for informational purposes only. These documents should not be relied upon as
the definitive authority for local legislation. Additionally, the formatting and pagination of the
posted documents varies from the formatting and pagination of the official copy. The official
printed copy of a Code of Ordinances should be consulted prior to any action being taken.

For further information regarding the official version of any of this Code of Ordinances or other
documents posted on this site, please contact the Municipality directly or contact American Legal
Publishing toll-free at 800-445-5588.
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