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303.05 APPLICATION TO PERSONS RIDING, DRIVING ANIMALS UPON ROADWAY.
CHAPTER 303 Enforcement, Impounding and Penalty



303.02 TRAFFIC DIRECTION IN EMERGENCIES; OBEDIENCE TO SCHOOL GUARD.

(a) Police officers shall direct or regulate traffic in accordance with the provisions of this Traffic
Code, provided that, in the event of fire or other emergency or to expedite traffic or safeguard
pedestrians, they are authorized to direct traffic as conditions may require notwithstanding the
provisions of this Traffic Code. Firemen, when at the scene of a fire, may direct or assist the police
in directing traffic thereat or in the immediate vicinity. The direction of traffic may be by word or
audible signal, by gesture or visible signal or by any combination thereof. No person shall fail to
comply with any lawful order or direction of any police officer or fireman issued pursuant to this
section.

(b) No person shall fail to comply with any lawful order or direction of any school crossing guard
invested with authority to direct, control or regulate traffic in the vicinity of the school to which
such guard may be assigned.

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first offense; on a
second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense, the person is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

303.03 OFFICER MAY REMOVE IGNITION KEY.

A law enforcement officer may remove the ignition key left in the ignition switch of an unlocked
and unattended motor vehicle parked on a street or highway, or any public or private property
used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking. The officer removing such key shall
place notification upon the vehicle detailing his name and badge number, the place where such
key may be reclaimed and the procedure for reclaiming such key. The key shall be returned to the
owner of the motor vehicle upon presentation of proof of ownership.

(ORC 4549.05)
303.04 ROAD WORKERS, MOTOR VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT EXCEPTED.

(a) The provisions of this Traffic Code do not apply to persons, teams, motor vehicles, and other
equipment while actually engaged in work upon the surface of a highway within an area designated
by traffic control devices, but apply to such persons and vehicles when traveling to or from such
work.

(b) The driver of a highway maintenance vehicle owned by this state or any political subdivision
of this state, while the driver is engaged in the performance of official duties upon a street or
highway, provided the highway maintenance vehicle is equipped with flashing lights and such other
markings as are required by law, and such lights are in operation when the driver and vehicle are
so engaged, shall be exempt from criminal prosecution for violations of Sections 331.01 to 331.04,
331.06 to 331.08, 331.31, 333.04, 337.01 and Ohio R.C. 4511.66 and 5577.01 to 5577.09.

(c) (1) This section does not exempt a driver of as highway maintenance vehicle from civil
liability arising from a violation of Sections 331.01 to 331.04, 331.06 to 331.08, 331.31, 333.04,
337.01 or Ohio R.C. 4511.66 or 5577.01 to 5577.09.

(2) This section does not exempt a driver of a vehicle who is not a state employee and who is
engaged in the transport of highway maintenance equipment from criminal liability for a violation
of Ohio R.C. 5577.01 to 5577.09.

(d) As used in this section, “engaged in the performance of official duties” includes driving a
highway maintenance vehicle to and from the manufacturer or vehicle maintenance provider and
transporting a highway maintenance vehicle, equipment, or materials to and from a work location.
(ORC 4511.04)

303.041 EMERGENCY, PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORONER’S VEHICLES EXEMPT.



(a) OhioR.C.4511.12,4511.13, 4511.131, 4511.132, 4511.14, 4511.202, 4511.21, 4511.211,
4511.22, 4511.23, 4511.25, 4511.26, 4511.27, 4511.28, 4511.29, 4511.30, 4511.31, 4511.32,
4511.33, 4511.34, 4511.35, 4511.36, 4511.37, 4511.38, 4511.39, 4511.40, 4511.41, 4511.42,
4511.43, 4511.431, 4511.432, 4511.44, 4511.441, 4511.57, 4511.58, 4511.59, 4511.60, 4511.61,
4511.62, 4511.66, 4511.68, 4511.681 and 4511.69 and all sections of this Traffic Code or other
municipal ordinances that are substantially equivalent to the sections listed above, do not apply to
the driver of an emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle if the emergency vehicle or public
safety vehicle is responding to an emergency call, is equipped with and displaying at least one
flashing, rotating or oscillating light visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of
500 feet to the front of the vehicle and if the driver of the vehicle is giving an audible signal by
siren, exhaust whistle or bell. This section does not relieve the driver of an emergency vehicle or
public safety vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons and
property upon the highway. (ORC 4511.041)

(b) Ohio R.C. 4511.25, 4511.26, 4511.27, 4511.28, 4511.29, 4511.30, 4511.31, 4511.32,
4511.33, 4511.35, 4511.36, 4511.37, 4511.38 and 4511.66, and all sections of this Traffic Code or
other municipal ordinances that are substantially equivalent to the sections listed above, do not
apply to a coroner, deputy coroner, or coroner’s investigator operating a motor vehicle in
accordance with Ohio R.C. 4513.171. This section does not relieve a coroner, deputy coroner, or
coroner’s investigator operating a motor vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the
safety of all persons and property upon the highway. (ORC 4511.042)

303.05 APPLICATION TO PERSONS RIDING, DRIVING ANIMALS UPON ROADWAY.

Every person riding, driving or leading an animal upon a roadway shall be subject to the
provisions of this Traffic Code applicable to the driver of a vehicle, except those provisions of such
sections which by their nature are inapplicable. (ORC 4511.05)

303.06 FREEWAY USE PROHIBITED BY PEDESTRIANS, BICYCLES AND ANIMALS.

(a) No person, unless otherwise directed by a police officer, shall:

(1) As a pedestrian, occupy any space within the limits of the right-of-way of a freeway,
except: in a rest area; on a facility that is separated from the roadway and shoulders of the
freeway and is designed and appropriately marked for pedestrian use; in the performance of public
works or official duties; as a result of an emergency caused by an accident or breakdown of a
motor vehicle; or to obtain assistance;

(2) Occupy any space within the limits of the right of way of a freeway, with: an animal-drawn
vehicle; a ridden or led animal; herded animals; a pushcart; a bicycle, except on a facility that is
separated from the roadway and shoulders of the freeway and is designed and appropriately
marked for bicycle use; an electric bicycle; a bicycle with motor attached; a motor driven cycle with
a motor which produces not to exceed five brake horsepower; an agricultural tractor; farm
machinery; except in the performance of public works or official duties.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded qguilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code.



(ORC 4511.051)
303.07 APPLICATION TO DRIVERS OF GOVERNMENT VEHICLES.

The provisions of this Traffic Code applicable to the drivers of vehicles shall apply to the drivers
of all vehicles owned or operated by the United States, any state or any political subdivision
thereof, including this Municipality, except as may be otherwise provided by law and subject to
such specific exceptions as are set forth with reference to authorized emergency and public safety
vehicles.

303.08 IMPOUNDING OF VEHICLES; REDEMPTION.

(a) Police officers are authorized to provide for the removal of a vehicle under the following
circumstances:

(1) When any vehicle is left unattended upon any street, bridge or causeway and is so illegally
parked so as to constitute a hazard or obstruction to the normal movement of traffic, or so as to
unreasonably interfere with street cleaning or snow removal operations. (Adopting Ordinance)

(2) When any vehicle or “abandoned junk motor vehicle” as defined in Ohio R.C. 4513.63 is
left on private property for more than seventy-two consecutive hours without the permission of the
person having the right to the possession of the property, or on a public street or other property
open to the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking, or upon or within the right of way of
any road or highway, for twenty-four consecutive hours or longer, without notification to the Police
Chief of the reasons for leaving such vehicle in such place.

(Ord. 113-79. Passed 11-13-79.)

(3) When any vehicle has been stolen or operated without the consent of the owner and is
located upon either public or private property.

(4) When any vehicle displays illegal license plates or fails to display the current lawfully
required plates and is located upon any public street or other property open to the public for
purposes of vehicular travel or parking.

(5) When any vehicle has been used in or connected with the commission of a felony and is
located upon either public or private property.

(6) When any vehicle has been damaged or wrecked so as to be inoperable or violates
equipment provisions of this Traffic Code whereby its continued operation would constitute a
condition hazardous to life, limb or property, and is located upon any public street or other
property open to the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking.

(7) When any vehicle is left unattended either on public or private property due to the
removal of an ill, injured or arrested operator, or due to the abandonment thereof by the operator
during or immediately after pursuit by a law enforcement officer.

(8) When any vehicle has been operated by any person who has failed to stop in case of an
accident or collision and is located either on public or private property.

(9) When any vehicle has been operated by any person who is driving without a lawful license
or while his license has been suspended or revoked and is located upon a public street or other
property open to the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking.

(10) When any vehicle is found for which two or more citation tags for violations of this Traffic
Code have been issued and the owner or operator thereof has failed to respond to such citation
tags as lawfully required, and is located upon a public street or other property open to the public
for purposes of vehicular travel or parking.

(11) Any motor vehicle found standing or parked in violation of any ordinance of the City, or
any parking or traffic regulation or statute of the State may be towed by the City, if the City deems
it appropriate to tow such motor vehicle. (Ord. 20-83. Passed 2-22-83.)



(b) No owner or operator shall remove an impounded vehicle from the place of storage without
complying with the procedure set forth herein. Possession of a vehicle which has been impounded
and unlawfully taken from the place of storage, by the owner or operator, shall constitute prima
facie evidence that it was so removed by the owner or operator.

(1) Any motor vehicle towed or caused to be towed by the City shall be impounded and
stored.

(2) The City shall have no liability for the towing of a motor vehicle towed pursuant to this
section or for damage done to such motor vehicle.

(Ord. 59-92. Passed 7-17-92.)

(3) In order to obtain the release of a motor vehicle towed pursuant to this section, the title
owner of the motor vehicle shall be required to produce evidence of ownership of the motor vehicle
and shall be required to pay the towing fee and storage charges charged for the towing of and
storage of the motor vehicle.

(Ord. 96-92. Passed 10-27-92.)

(c) Whoever violates any provision of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first
offense; on a second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first
offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

303.081 IMPOUNDING VEHICLES ON PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL OR AGRICULTURAL PROPERTY.

(a) (1) The chief of a law enforcement agency of the municipal corporation, upon complaint of
any person adversely affected may order into storage any motor vehicle, other than an abandoned
junk motor vehicle as defined in Ohio R.C. 4513.63, that has been left on private residential or
private agricultural property for at least four hours without the permission of the person having the
right to the possession of the property. The chief, upon complaint of a repair garage or place of
storage, may order into storage any motor vehicle, other than an abandoned junk motor vehicle,
that has been left at the garage or place of storage for a longer period than that agreed upon.
When ordering a motor vehicle into storage pursuant to this section, the chief may arrange for the
removal of the motor vehicle by a towing service and shall designate a storage facility.

(2) A towing service towing a motor vehicle under subsection (a)(1) of this section shall
remove the motor vehicle in accordance with that subsection. The towing service shall deliver the
motor vehicle to the location designated by the chief not more than two hours after the time it is
removed from the private property, unless the towing service is unable to deliver the motor vehicle
within two hours due to an uncontrollable force, natural disaster, or other event that is not within
the power of the towing service.

(3) Subject to subsection (b) of this section, the owner of a motor vehicle that has been
removed pursuant to this subsection may recover the vehicle only in accordance with subsection
(d) of this section.

(4) As used in this section "private residential property" means private property on which is
located one or more structures that are used as a home, residence or sleeping place by one or
more persons, if no more than three separate households are maintained in the structure or
structures. "Private residential property" does not include any private property on which is located
one or more structures that are used as a home, residence or sleeping place by two or more
persons, if more than three separate households are maintained in the structure or structures.

(b) If the owner or operator of a motor vehicle that has been ordered into storage pursuant to
subsection (a)(1) of this section arrives after the motor vehicle has been prepared for removal, but



prior to its actual removal from the property, the towing service shall give the owner or operator
oral or written notification at the time of such arrival that the vehicle owner or operator may pay a
fee of not more than one-half of the fee for the removal of the motor vehicle established by the
Public Utilities Commission in rules adopted under Ohio R.C. 4921.25, in order to obtain release of
the motor vehicle. However, if the vehicle is within a municipal corporation and the municipal
corporation has established a vehicle removal fee, the towing service shall give the owner or
operator oral or written notification that the owner or operator may pay not more than one-half of
that fee to obtain release of the motor vehicle. That fee may be paid by use of a major credit card
unless the towing service uses a mobile credit card processor and mobile service is not available at
the time of the transaction.

Upon payment of the applicable fee, the towing service shall give the vehicle owner or operator a
receipt showing both the full amount normally assessed and the actual amount received and shall
release the motor vehicle to the owner or operator. Upon its release, the owner or operator
immediately shall move it so that it is not on the private residential or private agricultural property
without the permission of the person having the right to possession of the property, or is not at the
garage or place of storage without the permission of the owner, whichever is applicable.

(c) (1) The chief of a law enforcement agency in the municipal corporation shall maintain a
record of motor vehicles that the chief orders into storage pursuant to subsection (a)(1) of this
section. The record shall include an entry for each such motor vehicle that identifies the motor
vehicle’s license number, make, model and color, the location from which it was removed, the date
and time of its removal, the telephone number of the person from whom it may be recovered, and
the address of the place to which it has been taken and from which it may be recovered. The chief
shall provide any information in the record that pertains to a particular motor vehicle to any person
who, either in person or pursuant to a telephone call, identifies self as the owner or operator of the
motor vehicle and requests information pertaining to its location.

(2) Any person who registers a complaint that is the basis of the chief’'s order for the removal
and storage of a motor vehicle under subsection (a)(1) of this section shall provide the identity of
the law enforcement agency with which the complaint was registered to any person who identifies
self as the owner or operator of the motor vehicle and requests information pertaining to its
location.

(d) (1) The owner or lienholder of a motor vehicle that is ordered into storage pursuant to
subsection (a)(1) of this section may reclaim it upon both of the following:

A. Payment of all applicable fees established by the Public Utilities Commission in rules
adopted under Ohio R.C. 4921.25 or, if the vehicle was towed within a municipal corporation that
has established fees for vehicle removal and storage, payment of all applicable fees established by
the municipal corporation.

B. Presentation of proof of ownership, which may be evidenced by a certificate of title to the
motor vehicle, a certificate of registration for the motor vehicle, or a lease agreement.

(2) When the owner of a vehicle towed under this section retrieves the vehicle, the towing
service or storage facility in possession of the vehicle shall give the owner written notice that if the
owner disputes that the motor vehicle was lawfully towed, the owner may be able to file a civil
action under Ohio R.C. 4513.611.

(3) Upon presentation of proof of ownership as required under subsection (d)(1)B. of this
section, the owner of a motor vehicle that is ordered into storage under subsection (a)(1) of this
section may retrieve any personal items from the motor vehicle without retrieving the vehicle and
without paying any fee. However, a towing service or storage facility may charge an after-hours



retrieval fee established by the Public Utilities Commission in
rules adopted under Ohio R.C. 4921.25 if the owner retrieves the personal items after hours, unless
the towing service or storage facility fails to provide the notice required under division (B)(3) of
Ohio R.C. 4513.69, if applicable. The owner of a motor vehicle shall not do either of the following:
A. Retrieve any personal item that has been determined by the chief to be necessary to a
criminal investigation;
B. Retrieve any personal item from a vehicle if it would endanger the safety of the owner
unless the owner agrees to sign a waiver of liability.
For purposes of subsection (d)(2) of this section, “personal items” do not include any items that are
attached to the motor vehicle.

(4) If a motor vehicle that is ordered into storage pursuant to subsection (a)(1) of this section
remains unclaimed by the owner for thirty days, the procedures established by Ohio R.C. 4513.61
and 4513.62 apply.

(e) (1) No person shall remove, or cause the removal of, any motor vehicle from any private
residential or private agricultural property other than in accordance with subsection (a)(1) of this
section or Ohio R.C. 4513.61 to 4513.65.

(2) No towing service or storage facility shall fail to comply with the requirements of this
section.

(f) This section does not apply to any private residential or private agricultural property that is
established as a private tow-away zone in accordance with Section 303.082.

(g) Whoever violates subsection (e) of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.

(ORC 4513.60)
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Ordinances of Sheffield Lake, OH

ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHEFFIELD LAKE, OHIO

ORDINANCE NO. 116-84

ORDINANCES OF SHEFFIELD LAKE

ORDER OF POLICE OFFICER; FLEEING
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