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331.10 TURNING AT INTERSECTIONS.

CHAPTER 331 Operation Generally

331.07 HAZARDOUS OR NO PASSING ZONES.

(a) Hazardous zones, commonly called "no passing zones," shall consist of an auxiliary yellow
line marked on the roadway pavement and placed parallel to the normal center line or marked lane
line. When the auxiliary yellow line appears on the left side in the driver's lane of travel and to the
right of the normal center line or marked lane line, no driver shall drive across the auxiliary yellow
line to overtake and pass another vehicle proceeding in the same direction. When auxiliary yellow
lines appear on both sides of the normal center line or marked lane line, drivers proceeding in
either direction shall not drive across such auxiliary yellow lines to overtake and pass another
vehicle proceeding in the same direction. No driver shall, at any other time, drive across the yellow
auxiliary line when it appears in the driver's lane of travel, except to make a lawfully permitted left-
hand turn under the rules governing such movement. No passing signs may also be erected facing
traffic to indicate the beginning and end of each no passing zone.

When appropriate signs or markings indicating hazardous or no passing zones are in place and
clearly visible, every operator of a vehicle shall obey the directions of the signs or markings,
notwithstanding the distance set out in Section 331.06.

(b) Subsection (a) of this section does not apply when all of the following apply:
(1) The slower vehicle is proceeding at less than half the speed of the speed limit applicable to



that location.

(2) The faster vehicle is capable of overtaking and passing the slower vehicle without
exceeding the speed limit.

(3) There is sufficient clear sight distance to the left of the center or center line of the roadway
to meet the overtaking and passing provisions of Section 331.05, considering the speed of the
slower vehicle.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded qguilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code. (ORC 4511.31)

331.08 DRIVING IN MARKED LANES OR CONTINUOQUS LINES OF TRAFFIC.

(a) Whenever any roadway has been divided into two or more clearly marked lanes for traffic or
wherever traffic is lawfully moving in two or more substantially continuous lines in the same
direction, the following rules apply:

(1) A vehicle shall be driven, as nearly as is practicable, entirely within a single lane or line of
traffic and shall not be moved from such lane or line until the driver has first ascertained that such
movement can be made with safety.

(2) Upon a roadway which is divided into three lanes and provides for two-way movement of
traffic, a vehicle shall not be driven in the center lane except when overtaking and passing another
vehicle where the roadway is clearly visible and such center lane is clear of traffic within a safe
distance, or when preparing for a left turn, or where such center lane is at the time allocated
exclusively to traffic moving in the direction the vehicle is proceeding and is posted with signs to
give notice of such allocation.

(3) Official signs may be erected directing specified traffic to use a designated lane or
designating those lanes to be used by traffic moving in a particular direction regardless of the
center of the roadway, or restricting the use of a particular lane to only buses during certain hours
or during all hours, and drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of such signs.

(4) Official traffic control devices may be installed prohibiting the changing of lanes on
sections of roadway and drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of every such device.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code.

(ORC 4511.33)
331.09 FOLLOWING TOO CLOSELY.
(@) The operator of a motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more closely than is



reasonable and prudent, having due regard for the speed of such vehicle and the traffic upon and
the condition of the highway.

The driver of any truck, or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle, when traveling upon a roadway
outside a business or residence district shall maintain a sufficient space, whenever conditions
permit, between such vehicle and another vehicle ahead so an overtaking motor vehicle may enter
and occupy such space without danger. This paragraph does not prevent overtaking and passing
nor does it apply to any lane specially designated for use by trucks.

Motor vehicles being driven upon any roadway outside of a business or residence district in a
caravan or motorcade, shall maintain a sufficient space between such vehicles so an overtaking
vehicle may enter and occupy such space without danger. This paragraph shall not apply to funeral
processions.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code.

(ORC 4511.34)
331.10 TURNING AT INTERSECTIONS.

(a) The driver of a vehicle intending to turn at an intersection shall be governed by the following
rules:

(1) Approach for a right turn and a right turn shall be made as close as practicable to the
right-hand curb or edge of the roadway.

(2) At any intersection where traffic is permitted to move in both directions on each roadway
entering the intersection, an approach for a left turn shall be made in that portion of the right half
of the roadway nearest the center line thereof and by passing to the right of such center line where
it enters the intersection and after entering the intersection the left turn shall be made so as to
leave the intersection to the right of the center line of the roadway being entered. Whenever
practicable the left turn shall be made in that portion of the intersection to the left of the center of
the intersection.

(3) At any intersection where traffic is restricted to one direction on one or more of the
roadways, the driver of a vehicle intending to turn left at any such intersection shall approach the
intersection in the extreme left-hand lane lawfully available to traffic moving in the direction of
travel of such vehicle, and after entering the intersection the left turn shall be made so as to leave
the intersection, as nearly as practicable, in the left-hand lane of the roadway being entered
lawfully available to the traffic moving in that lane.

(4) Markers, buttons or signs may be placed within or adjacent to intersections and thereby
require and direct that a different course from that specified in this section be traveled by vehicles
turning at an intersection, and when such markers, buttons or signs are so placed, no operator of a
vehicle shall turn such vehicle at an intersection other than as directed and required by such
markers, buttons or signs.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted



of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code. (ORC 4511.36)

331.11 TURNING INTO PRIVATE DRIVEWAY, ALLEY OR BUILDING.

(@) The driver of a vehicle intending to turn into a private road or driveway, alley or building
from a public street or highway shall be governed by the following rules:

(1) Approach for a right turn and a right turn shall be made as close as practicable to the
right-hand curb or edge of the roadway.

(2) Upon a roadway where traffic is proceeding in opposite directions, approach for a left turn
and a left turn shall be made from that portion of the right half of the roadway nearest the center
line thereof.

(3) Upon a roadway where traffic is restricted to one direction, approach for a left turn and a
left turn shall be made as close as practicable to the left-hand curb or edge of the roadway.

It shall be the duty of the driver of any vehicle entering a private road or driveway, alley or
building to yield the right of way to pedestrians lawfully using the sidewalk or sidewalk area
extending across any alleyway, private road, driveway or building.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first offense; on a
second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense, the person is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

331.12 "U" TURNS RESTRICTED.

(a) Except as provided in Section 313.03 and subsection (b) hereof, no vehicle shall be turned
so as to proceed in the opposite direction upon any curve, or upon the approach to or near the
crest of a grade, if the vehicle cannot be seen within 500 feet by the driver of any other vehicle
approaching from either direction.

(b) The driver of an emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle, when responding to an
emergency call, may turn the vehicle so as to proceed in the opposite direction. This subsection
applies only when the emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle is responding to an emergency
call, is equipped with and displaying at least one flashing, rotating or oscillating light visible under
normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of 500 feet to the front of the vehicle, and when the
driver of the vehicle is giving an audible signal by siren, exhaust whistle or bell. This subsection
does not relieve the driver of an emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle from the duty to drive
with due regard for the safety of all persons and property upon the highway.

(ORC 4511.37)

(c) Except as provided in subsection (b) hereof, no vehicle shall be turned so as to proceed in
the opposite direction within an intersection, or upon any street in a business district, or upon a
freeway, expressway or controlled-access highway, or where authorized signs are erected to
prohibit such movement, or at any other location unless such movement can be made with
reasonable safety to other users of the street and without interfering with the safe operation of any
traffic that may be affected by such movement.

(d) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted



of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code.

(ORC 4511.37)
331.13 STARTING AND BACKING VEHICLES.

(@) No person shall start a vehicle which is stopped, standing or parked until such movement
can be made with reasonable safety.

Before backing, operators of vehicles shall give ample warning, and while backing they shall
exercise vigilance not to injure person or property on the street or highway.

No person shall back a motor vehicle on a freeway, except: in a rest area; in the performance of
public works or official duties; as a result of an emergency caused by an accident or breakdown of
a motor vehicle.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code. (ORC 4511.38)

331.14 SIGNALS BEFORE CHANGING COURSE, TURNING OR STOPPING.

(@) No person shall turn a vehicle or move right or left upon a highway unless and until such
person has exercised due care to ascertain that the movement can be made with reasonable
safety nor without giving an appropriate signal in the manner hereinafter provided.

When required, a signal of intention to turn or move right or left shall be given continuously
during not less than the last 100 feet traveled by the vehicle before turning, except that in the case
of a person operating a bicycle or electric bicycle, the signal shall be made not less than one time
but is not required to be continuous. A bicycle or electric bicycle operator is not required to make a
signal if the bicycle or electric bicycle is in a designated turn lane, and a signal shall not be given
when the operator’s hands are needed for the safe operation of the bicycle or electric bicycle.

No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the speed of a vehicle without first giving an
appropriate signal in the manner provided herein to the driver of any vehicle immediately to the
rear when there is opportunity to give a signal.

Any stop or turn signal required by this section shall be given either by means of the hand and
arm, or by signal lights that clearly indicate to both approaching and following traffic intention to
turn or move right or left, except that any motor vehicle in use on a highway shall be equipped
with, and the required signal shall be given by, signal lights when the distance from the center of
the top of the steering post to the left outside limit of the body, cab or load of such motor vehicle
exceeds twenty-four inches, or when the distance from the center of the top of the steering post to
the rear limit of the body or load thereof exceeds fourteen feet, whether a single vehicle or a
combination of vehicles.



The signal lights required by this section shall not be flashed on one side only on a disabled
vehicle, flashed as a courtesy or "do pass" signal to operators of other vehicles approaching from
the rear, nor be flashed on one side only of a parked vehicle except as may be necessary for
compliance with this section.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code. (ORC 4511.39)

331.15 HAND AND ARM SIGNALS.

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) hereof, all signals required by this Traffic Code, when
given by hand and arm shall be given from the left side of the vehicle in the following manner, and
such signals shall indicate as follows:

(1) Left turn: Hand and arm extended horizontally;
(2) Right turn: Hand and arm extended upward;
(3) Stop or decrease speed: Hand and arm extended downward.

(b) As an alternative to subsection (a)(2) hereof, a person operating a bicycle or electric bicycle
may give a right turn signal by extending the right hand and arm horizontally and to the right side
of the bicycle or electric bicycle.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code.

(ORC 4511.40)
331.16 RIGHT OF WAY AT INTERSECTIONS.

(@) When two vehicles approach or enter an intersection from different streets or highways at
approximately the same time, the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right of way to the
vehicle on the right.

(b) The right of way rule declared in subsection (a) hereof, is modified at through highways and
otherwise as stated in this Traffic Code and Ohio R.C. Chapter 4511.

(ORC 4511.41)

(c) Subject to compliance with any traffic control device, when two vehicles approach or enter a
junction of two or more alleys from different directions at approximately the same time, the driver
of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right of way to the vehicle on the right.

(d) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section



is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code.

(ORC 4511.41)
331.17 RIGHT OF WAY WHEN TURNING LEFT.

(@) The operator of a vehicle intending to turn to the left within an intersection or into an alley,
private road or driveway shall yield the right of way to any vehicle approaching from the opposite
direction, whenever the approaching vehicle is within the intersection or so close to the
intersection, alley, private road or driveway as to constitute an immediate hazard.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code. (ORC 4511.42)
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