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331.18 OPERATION OF VEHICLE AT YIELD SIGNS.

CHAPTER 331 Operation Generally

331.14 SIGNALS BEFORE CHANGING COURSE, TURNING OR STOPPING.

(@) No person shall turn a vehicle or move right or left upon a highway unless and until such
person has exercised due care to ascertain that the movement can be made with reasonable
safety nor without giving an appropriate signal in the manner hereinafter provided.

When required, a signal of intention to turn or move right or left shall be given continuously
during not less than the last 100 feet traveled by the vehicle before turning, except that in the case
of a person operating a bicycle or electric bicycle, the signal shall be made not less than one time
but is not required to be continuous. A bicycle or electric bicycle operator is not required to make a
signal if the bicycle or electric bicycle is in a designated turn lane, and a signal shall not be given
when the operator’'s hands are needed for the safe operation of the bicycle or electric bicycle.

No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the speed of a vehicle without first giving an
appropriate signal in the manner provided herein to the driver of any vehicle immediately to the
rear when there is opportunity to give a signal.

Any stop or turn signal required by this section shall be given either by means of the hand and
arm, or by signal lights that clearly indicate to both approaching and following traffic intention to
turn or move right or left, except that any motor vehicle in use on a highway shall be equipped
with, and the required signal shall be given by, signal lights when the distance from the center of
the top of the steering post to the left outside limit of the body, cab or load of such motor vehicle



exceeds twenty-four inches, or when the distance from the center of the top of the steering post to
the rear limit of the body or load thereof exceeds fourteen feet, whether a single vehicle or a
combination of vehicles.

The signal lights required by this section shall not be flashed on one side only on a disabled
vehicle, flashed as a courtesy or "do pass" signal to operators of other vehicles approaching from
the rear, nor be flashed on one side only of a parked vehicle except as may be necessary for
compliance with this section.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code. (ORC 4511.39)

331.15 HAND AND ARM SIGNALS.

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) hereof, all signals required by this Traffic Code, when
given by hand and arm shall be given from the left side of the vehicle in the following manner, and
such signals shall indicate as follows:

(1) Left turn: Hand and arm extended horizontally;
(2) Right turn: Hand and arm extended upward,
(3) Stop or decrease speed: Hand and arm extended downward.

(b) As an alternative to subsection (a)(2) hereof, a person operating a bicycle or electric bicycle
may give a right turn signal by extending the right hand and arm horizontally and to the right side
of the bicycle or electric bicycle.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code.

(ORC 4511.40)
331.16 RIGHT OF WAY AT INTERSECTIONS.

(a) When two vehicles approach or enter an intersection from different streets or highways at
approximately the same time, the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right of way to the
vehicle on the right.

(b) The right of way rule declared in subsection (a) hereof, is modified at through highways and
otherwise as stated in this Traffic Code and Ohio R.C. Chapter 4511.

(ORC 4511.41)

(c) Subject to compliance with any traffic control device, when two vehicles approach or enter a
junction of two or more alleys from different directions at approximately the same time, the driver
of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right of way to the vehicle on the right.



(d) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded qguilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code.

(ORC 4511.41)
331.17 RIGHT OF WAY WHEN TURNING LEFT.

(@) The operator of a vehicle intending to turn to the left within an intersection or into an alley,
private road or driveway shall yield the right of way to any vehicle approaching from the opposite
direction, whenever the approaching vehicle is within the intersection or so close to the
intersection, alley, private road or driveway as to constitute an immediate hazard.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded qguilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code. (ORC 4511.42)

331.18 OPERATION OF VEHICLE AT YIELD SIGNS.

(a) The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign shall slow down to a speed reasonable for
the existing conditions and, if required for safety to stop, shall stop at a clearly marked stop line,
but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or, if none, then at
the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on
the intersecting roadway before entering it. After slowing or stopping, the driver shall yield the
right of way to any vehicle in the intersection or approaching on another roadway so closely as to
constitute an immediate hazard during the time the driver is moving across or within the
intersection or junction of roadways. Whenever a driver is involved in a collision with a vehicle in
the intersection or junction of roadways, after driving past a yield sign without stopping, the
collision shall be prima-facie evidence of the driver's failure to yield the right of way.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code.

(ORC 4511.43(B))
331.19 OPERATION OF VEHICLE AT STOP SIGNS.



(a) Except when directed to proceed by a law enforcement officer, every driver of a vehicle
approaching a stop sign shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none before entering the
crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or, if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting
roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before
entering it. After having stopped, the driver shall yield the right of way to any vehicle in the
intersection or approaching on another roadway so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard
during the time the driver is moving across or within the intersection or junction of roadways.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code.

(ORC 4511.43(A))
331.20 EMERGENCY OR PUBLIC SAFETY VEHICLES AT STOP SIGNALS OR SIGNS.

(a) The driver of any emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle, when responding to an
emergency call, upon approaching a red or stop signal or any stop sign shall slow down as
necessary for safety to traffic, but may proceed cautiously past such red or stop sign or signal with
due regard for the safety of all persons using the street or highway.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded qguilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code.

(ORC 4511.03)
331.21 RIGHT OF WAY OF PUBLIC SAFETY OR CORONER’S VEHICLE.

(a) Upon the approach of a public safety vehicle or coroner’s vehicle, equipped with at least one
flashing, rotating or oscillating light visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of
500 feet to the front of the vehicle and the driver is giving an audible signal by siren, exhaust
whistle or bell, no driver of any other vehicle shall fail to yield the right-of-way, immediately drive if
practical to a position parallel to and as close as possible to, the right edge or curb of the street
clear of any intersection, and stop and remain in that position until the public safety vehicle or
coroner’s vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police officer.

(b) This section does not relieve the driver of a public safety vehicle or coroner’s vehicle from
the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons and property upon the street.

(c) This section applies to a coroner’s vehicle only when the vehicle is operated in accordance
with Ohio R.C. 4513.171. As used in this section, “coroner’s vehicle” means a vehicle used by a
coroner, deputy coroner or coroner’s investigator that is equipped with a flashing, oscillating or



rotating red or blue light and a siren, exhaust whistle, or bell capable of giving an audible signal.

(d) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection or Section 331.211, whoever violates
subsection (a) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree on a first offense. On
a second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of
the third degree, and, on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense, the
person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree. (ORC 4511.45)

331.211 REPORT OF VEHICLE FAILING TO YIELD RIGHT OF WAY TO PUBLIC SAFETY VEHICLE.

(@) When the failure of a motor vehicle operator to yield the right-of-way to a public safety
vehicle as required by Section 331.21 (a) impedes the ability of the public safety vehicle to respond
to an emergency, any emergency personnel in the public safety vehicle may report the license
plate number and a general description of the vehicle and the operator of the vehicle to the law
enforcement agency exercising jurisdiction over the area where the alleged violation occurred.

(b) (1) Upon receipt of a report under subsection (a) of this section, the law enforcement
agency may conduct an investigation to attempt to determine or confirm the identity of the
operator of the vehicle at the time of the alleged violation.

(2) If the identity of the operator at the time of an alleged violation of Section 331.21(a) is
established, the law enforcement agency has probable cause to issue either a written warning or a
citation for that violation, and the agency shall issue a written warning or a citation to the operator.

(3) If the identity of the operator of the vehicle at the time of the alleged violation cannot be
established, the law enforcement agency may issue a warning to the person who owned the
vehicle at the time of the alleged violation. However, in the case of a leased or rented vehicle, the
law enforcement agency shall issue the written warning to the person who leased or rented the
vehicle at the time of the alleged violation.

(c) (1) Whoever violates Section 331.21(a) based on a report filed under subsection (a) of this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor and shall be fined one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00).

(2) If a person who is issued a citation for a violation of Section 331.21(a) based on a report
filed under subsection (a) of this section does not enter a written plea of guilty and does not waive
the person’s right to contest the citation but instead appears in person in the proper court to
answer the charge, the trier of fact cannot find beyond a reasonable doubt that the person
committed that violation unless the emergency personnel who filed the report appears in person in
the court and testifies.

(d) As used in this section:

(1) “License plate” includes any temporary motor vehicle license registration issued under
Ohio R.C. 4503.182 or similar law of another jurisdiction.

(2) “Public safety vehicle” does not include an unmarked public safety vehicle or a vehicle
used by a public law enforcement officer or other person sworn to enforce the criminal and traffic
laws of the State or a vehicle used by the Motor Carrier Enforcement Unit for the enforcement of
orders and rules of the Public Utilities Commission. (ORC 4511.454)

331.22 DRIVING ONTO ROADWAY FROM PLACE OTHER THAN ROADWAY: DUTY TO YIELD.

(a) Subject to compliance with any traffic control device, the operator of a vehicle about to enter
or cross a highway from an alley or from any place other than another roadway shall yield the right
of way to all traffic approaching on the roadway to be entered or crossed.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded quilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender



previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code.

(ORC 4511.44)
331.23 DRIVING ONTO ROADWAY FROM PLACE OTHER THAN ROADWAY: STOPPING AT SIDEWALK.

(a) Subject to compliance with any traffic control device, the driver of a vehicle emerging from
an alley, building, private road or driveway within a business or residence district shall stop the
vehicle immediately prior to driving onto a sidewalk or onto the sidewalk area extending across the
alley, building entrance, road or driveway, or in the event there is no sidewalk area, shall stop at
the point nearest the street to be entered where the driver has a view of approaching traffic
thereon.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded qguilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code.

(ORC 4511.431)
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