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335.073 DRIVING WITHOUT COMPLYING WITH LICENSE REINSTATEMENT REQUIREMENTS.
CHAPTER 335 Licensing; Accidents
335.072 DRIVING UNDER FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAW SUSPENSION OR CANCELLATION;
DRIVING UNDER A NONPAYMENT OF JUDGMENT SUSPENSION.
   (a)    No person, whose driver’s or commercial driver’s license or temporary instruction permit or
nonresident’s operating privilege has been suspended or canceled pursuant to Ohio R.C. Chapter
4509, shall operate any motor vehicle within this municipality, or knowingly permit any motor
vehicle owned by the person to be operated by another person in the municipality, during the
period of the suspension or cancellation, except as specifically authorized by Ohio R.C. Chapter
4509.
   (b)   No person shall operate any motor vehicle upon a highway or any public or private property
used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking in this Municipality if the person’s
driver’s or commercial driver’s license or temporary instruction permit or nonresident operating
privilege has been suspended pursuant to Ohio R.C. 4509.37 or 4509.40 for nonpayment of a
judgment.
   (c)   Upon the request or motion of the prosecuting authority, a noncertified copy of the law
enforcement automated data system report or a noncertified copy of a record of the Registrar of
Motor Vehicles that shows the name, date of birth and social security number of a person charged
with a violation of subsection (a) or (b) of this section may be admitted into evidence as prima-
facie evidence that the license of the person was under either a financial responsibility law
suspension at the time of the alleged violation of subsection (a) of this section or a nonpayment of
judgment suspension at the time of the alleged violation of subsection (b) of this section. The
person charged with a violation of subsection (a) or (b) of this section may offer evidence to rebut
this prima-facie evidence.
   (d)   Whoever violates subsection (a) of this section is guilty of driving under financial
responsibility law suspension or cancellation and shall be punished as provided in subsection (d)(1)
to (d)(3) hereof. Whoever violates subsection (b) of this section is guilty of driving under a
nonpayment of judgment suspension and shall be punished as provided in subsection (d)(1) to
(d)(3) hereof.
      (1)   Except as otherwise provided in subsection (d)(2) of this section, the offense is an
unclassified misdemeanor. When the offense is an unclassified misdemeanor, the offender shall be



sentenced pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2929.21 to 2929.28, except that the offender shall not be
sentenced to a jail term; the offender shall not be sentenced to a community residential sanction
pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2929.26; notwithstanding division (A)(2)(a) of Ohio R.C. 2929.28, the
offender may be fined up to one thousand dollars ($1,000); and, notwithstanding division (A)(3) of
Ohio R.C. 2929.27, the offender may be ordered pursuant to division (C) of that section to serve a
term of community service of up to five hundred hours. The failure of an offender to complete a
term of community service imposed by the court may be punished as indirect criminal contempt
under division (A) of Ohio R.C. 2705.02 that may be filed in the underlying case.
      (2)   If, within three years of the offense, the offender previously was convicted of or pleaded
guilty to two or more violations of Ohio R.C. 4510.16, or any combination of two violations of Ohio
R.C. 4510.16 or Ohio R.C. 4510.11 or 4510.111, or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance,
the offense is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
      (3)   The offender shall provide the court with proof of financial responsibility as defined in Ohio
R.C. 4509.01. If the offender fails to provide that proof of financial responsibility, then in addition to
any other penalties provided by law, the court may order restitution pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2929.28
in an amount not exceeding five thousand dollars ($5,000) for any economic loss arising from an
accident or collision that was the direct and proximate result of the offender’s operation of the
vehicle before, during or after committing the offense for which the offender is sentenced under
this section. (ORC 4510.16)
   (e)   No person who has knowingly failed to maintain proof of financial responsibility in
accordance with Ohio R.C. 4509.101 shall produce any document or present to a peace officer an
electronic wireless communications device that is displaying any text or images with the purpose
to mislead a peace officer upon the request of a peace officer for proof of financial responsibility
made in accordance with Ohio R.C. 4509.101. Whoever violates this subsection (e) hereof is guilty
of falsification, a misdemeanor of the first degree. (ORC 4509.102)
   (f)   It is an affirmative defense to any prosecution brought under this section that the alleged
offender drove under suspension, without a valid permit or driver’s or commercial driver’s license,
or in violation of a restriction because of a substantial emergency, and because no other person
was reasonably available to drive in response to the emergency.
(ORC 4510.04)
335.073 DRIVING WITHOUT COMPLYING WITH LICENSE REINSTATEMENT REQUIREMENTS.
   (a)   No person whose driver’s license, commercial driver’s license, temporary instruction permit,
or nonresident’s operating privilege has been suspended shall operate any motor vehicle upon a
public road or highway or any public or private property after the suspension has expired unless
the person has complied with all license reinstatement requirements imposed by the court, the
Bureau of Motor Vehicles, or another provision of the Ohio Revised Code.
   (b)   Upon the request or motion of the prosecuting authority, a noncertified copy of the law
enforcement automated data system report or a noncertified copy of a record of the Registrar of
Motor Vehicles that shows the name, date of birth, and social security number of a person charged
with a violation of subsection (a) of this section may be admitted into evidence as prima- facie
evidence that the license of the person had not been reinstated by the person at the time of the
alleged violation of subsection (a) hereof. The person charged with a violation of subsection (a)
hereof may offer evidence to rebut this prima-facie evidence.
   (c)   Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to reinstate a license and shall be punished
as follows:
      (1)   Except as provided in subsection (c)(2) of this section, whoever violates subsection (a)



hereof is guilty of an unclassified misdemeanor. When the offense is an unclassified misdemeanor,
the offender shall be sentenced pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2929.21 to 2929.28, except that the offender
shall not be sentenced to a jail term; the offender shall not be sentenced to a community
residential sanction pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2929.26; notwithstanding division (A)(2)(a) of Ohio R.C.
2929.28, the offender may be fined up to one thousand dollars ($1,000); and, notwithstanding
division (A)(3) of Ohio R.C. 2929.27, the offender may be ordered pursuant to division (C) of that
section to serve a term of community service of up to five hundred hours. The failure of an offender
to complete a term of community service imposed by the court may be punished as indirect
criminal contempt under division (A) of Ohio R.C. 2705.02 that may be filed in the underlying case.
      (2)   If, within three years of a violation of subsection (a) of this section, the offender previously
has pleaded guilty to or been convicted of two or more violations of Ohio R.C. 4510.21(A) or a
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, the offender is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first
degree.
      (3)   In all cases, the court may impose upon the offender a class seven suspension of the
offender’s driver’s license, commercial driver’s license, temporary instruction permit, probationary
driver’s license, or nonresident operating privilege from the range specified in division (A)(7) of
Ohio R.C. 4510.02. (ORC 4510.21)
   (d)   It is an affirmative defense to any prosecution brought under this section that the alleged
offender drove under suspension, without a valid permit or driver’s or commercial driver’s license,
or in violation of a restriction because of a substantial emergency, and because no other person
was reasonably available to drive in response to the emergency. (ORC 4510.04)
335.074 DRIVING UNDER LICENSE FORFEITURE OR CHILD SUPPORT SUSPENSION.
   (a)   No person shall operate any motor vehicle upon a highway or any public or private property
used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking in this Municipality whose driver’s or
commercial driver’s license has been suspended pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2151.354, 2935.27,
3123.58, 4301.99, 4510.032, 4510.22 or 4510.33.
   (b)   Upon the request or motion of the prosecuting authority, a noncertified copy of the law
enforcement automated data system report or a noncertified copy of a record of the Registrar of
Motor Vehicles that shows the name, date of birth, and social security number of a person charged
with a violation of subsection (a) of this section may be admitted into evidence as prima- facie
evidence that the license of the person was under suspension at the time of the alleged violation of
subsection (a) of this section. The person charged with a violation of subsection (a) of this section
may offer evidence to rebut this prima-facie evidence.
   (c)   Whoever violates subsection (a) of this section is guilty of driving under suspension and shall
be punished as provided in subsection (c) of this section.
      (1)   Except as otherwise provided in subsection (c)(2) of this section, the offense is an
unclassified misdemeanor. The offender shall be sentenced pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2929.21 to
2929.28, except that the offender shall not be sentenced to a jail term; the offender shall not be
sentenced to a community residential sanction pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2929.26; notwithstanding
division (A)(2)(a) of Ohio R.C. 2929.28, the offender may be fined up to one thousand dollars
($1,000); and, notwithstanding division (A)(3) of Ohio R.C. 2929.27, the offender may be ordered
pursuant to division (C) of that section to serve a term of community service of up to five hundred
hours. The failure of an offender to complete a term of community service imposed by the court
may be punished as indirect criminal contempt under division (A) of Ohio R.C. 2705.02 that may be
filed in the underlying case.
      (2)   If, within three years of the offense, the offender previously was convicted of or pleaded



guilty to two or more violations of subsection (A) of Ohio R.C. 4510.111, or any combination of two
or more violations of subsection (A) of Ohio R.C. 4510.111, or Ohio R.C. 4510.11 or 4510.16, or a
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, the offense is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree
and the offender shall provide the court with proof of financial responsibility as defined in Ohio R.C.
4509.01. If the offender fails to provide that proof of financial responsibility, then in addition to any
other penalties provided by law, the court may order restitution pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2929.28 in
an amount not exceeding five thousand dollars ($5,000) for any economic loss arising from an
accident or collision that was the direct and proximate result of the offender’s operation of the
vehicle before, during or after committing the offense for which the offender is sentenced under
this section. (ORC 4510.111)
   (d)   It is an affirmative defense to any prosecution brought under this section that the alleged
offender drove under suspension, without a valid permit or driver’s or commercial driver’s license,
or in violation of a restriction because of a substantial emergency, and because no other person
was reasonably available to drive in response to the emergency.
(ORC 4510.04)
335.08 OPERATION OR SALE WITHOUT CERTIFICATE OF TITLE.
   (a)   No person shall do any of the following:
      (1)   Operate in this Municipality a motor vehicle for which a certificate of title is required
without having that certificate in accordance with Ohio R.C. Chapter 4505 or, if a physical
certificate of title has not been issued for a motor vehicle, operate the motor vehicle in this
Municipality knowing that the ownership information relating to the vehicle has not been entered
into the automated title processing system by a clerk of a court of common pleas;
      (2)   Display or display for sale or sell as a dealer or acting on behalf of a dealer, a motor
vehicle without having obtained a manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate, a certificate of title, or
an assignment of a certificate of title for it as provided in Ohio R.C. Chapter 4505;
      (3)   Fail to surrender any certificate of title or any certificate of registration or license plates
upon cancellation of the same by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and notice of the cancellation as
prescribed in Ohio R.C. Chapter 4505;
      (4)   Fail to surrender the certificate of title to a clerk of a court of common pleas as provided in
Ohio R.C. Chapter 4505 in case of the destruction or dismantling or change of a motor vehicle in
such respect that it is not the motor vehicle described in the certificate of title;
      (5)   Violate any rules adopted pursuant to Ohio R.C. Chapter 4505;
      (6)   Except as otherwise provided in Ohio R.C. Chapter 4505 and Chapter 4517, sell at
wholesale a motor vehicle the ownership of which is not evidenced by an Ohio certificate of title, or
the current certificate of title issued for the motor vehicle, or the manufacturer’s certificate of
origin, and all title assignments that evidence the seller’s ownership of the motor vehicle, and an
odometer disclosure statement that complies with Ohio R.C. 4505.06 and subchapter IV of the
“Motor Vehicle Information and Cost Savings Act”, 86 Stat. 961 (1972), 15 U.S.C. 1981;
      (7)   Operate in this Municipality a motor vehicle knowing that the certificate of title to the
vehicle or ownership of the vehicle as otherwise reflected in the automated title processing system
has been canceled.
   (b)   This section does not apply to persons engaged in the business of warehousing or
transporting motor vehicles for the purpose of salvage disposition.
   (c)   Whoever violates this section shall be fined not more than two hundred dollars ($200.00) or
imprisoned not more than ninety days, or both.
(ORC 4505.18)



335.09 DISPLAY OF LICENSE PLATES OR VALIDATION STICKERS; REGISTRATION.
   (a)   (1)   Subject to Ohio R.C. 4503.211, no person who is the owner or operator of a motor
vehicle shall fail to display in plain view on the rear of the motor vehicle a license plate that
displays the distinctive number and registration mark assigned to the motor vehicle by the Ohio
Director of Public Safety, including any county identification sticker and any validation sticker when
required by and issued under Ohio R.C. 4503.19 and 4503.191. However a commercial tractor shall
display the license plate on the front of the commercial tractor.
      (2)   The license plate shall be securely fastened so as not to swing, and shall not be covered by
any material that obstructs its visibility.
      (3)   Subject to Ohio R.C. 4503.211, no person to whom a temporary motor vehicle license
registration has been issued for the use of a motor vehicle under Ohio R.C. 4503.182, and no
operator of that motor vehicle, shall fail to display the temporary motor vehicle license registration
in plain view from the rear of the vehicle either in the rear window or on an external rear surface of
the motor vehicle.
      (4)   No person shall cover a temporary motor vehicle license registration by any material that
obstructs its visibility.
         (ORC 4503.21(A))
   (b)   (1)   Whoever violates subsection (a) of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
      (2)   The offenses established under subsection (a) of this section are strict liability offenses
and Ohio R.C. 2901.20 does not apply. The designation of these offenses as strict liability offenses
shall not be construed to imply that any other offense, for which there is no specified degree of
culpability, is not a strict liability offense.
         (ORC 4503.21(B), (C))
335.091 OPERATING WITHOUT DEALER OR MANUFACTURER LICENSE PLATES.
   (a)   No person shall operate or cause to be operated upon a public road or highway a motor
vehicle of a manufacturer or dealer unless the vehicle carries and displays a placard, except as
provided in Ohio R.C. 4503.21, issued by the Director of Public Safety that displays the registration
number of its manufacturer or dealer.
   (b)   Whoever violates subsection (a) of this section is guilty of illegal operation of a
manufacturer’s or dealer’s motor vehicle, a minor misdemeanor.
(ORC 4549.10)
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