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517.06 METHODS OF CONDUCTING A BINGO GAME; PROHIBITIONS.
CHAPTER 517 Gambling

517.02 GAMBLING.

(@) No person shall do any of the following:

(1) Engage in bookmaking, or knowingly engage in conduct that facilitates bookmaking;

(2) Establish, promote, or operate or knowingly engage in conduct that facilitates any game of
chance conducted for profit or any scheme of chance;

(3) Knowingly procure, transmit, exchange, or engage in conduct that facilitates the
procurement, transmission, or exchange of information for use in establishing odds or determining
winners in connection with bookmaking or with any game of chance conducted for profit or any
scheme of chance;

(4) Engage in betting or in playing any scheme or game of chance as a substantial source of
income or livelihood;

(5) Conduct, or participate in the conduct of, a sweepstakes with the use of a sweepstakes
terminal device at a sweepstakes terminal device facility and either:

A. Give to another person any item described in subsection (hh)(1), (2), (3) or (4) of Section
517.01 as a prize for playing or participating in a sweepstakes; or

B. Give to another person any merchandise prize, or a redeemable voucher for a
merchandise prize, the wholesale value of which is in excess of ten dollars ($10.00) and which is
awarded as a single entry for playing or participating in a sweepstakes. Redeemable vouchers shall
not be redeemable for a merchandise prize that has a wholesale value of more than ten dollars
($10.00).

(6) Conduct, or participate in the conduct of, a sweepstakes with the use of a sweepstakes
terminal device at a sweepstakes terminal device facility without first obtaining a current annual
“certificate of registration” from the Attorney General as required by division (F) of Ohio R.C.
2915.02.

(7) With purpose to violate subsection (a)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5) or (6) of this section, acquire,
possess, control, or operate any gambling device.

(b) For purposes of subsection (a)(1) of this section, a person facilitates bookmaking if the
person in any way knowingly aids an illegal bookmaking operation, including, without limitation,
placing a bet with a person engaged in or facilitating illegal bookmaking. For purposes of
subsection (a)(2) of this section, a person facilitates a game of chance conducted for profit or a
scheme of chance if the person in any way knowingly aids in the conduct or operation of any such
game or scheme, including, without limitation, playing any such game or scheme.

(c) This section does not prohibit conduct in connection with gambling expressly permitted by
law.

(d) This section does not apply to any of the following:

(1) Games of chance, if all of the following apply:



A. The games of chance are not craps for money or roulette for money.

B. The games of chance are conducted by a charitable organization that is, and has
received from the Internal Revenue Service a determination letter that is currently in effect, stating
that the organization is, exempt from Federal income taxation under subsection 501(a) and
described in subsection 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

C. The games of chance are conducted at festivals of the charitable organization that are
conducted not more than a total of five days a calendar year, and are conducted on premises
owned by the charitable organization for a period of no less than one year immediately preceding
the conducting of the games of chance, on premises leased from a governmental unit, or on
premises that are leased from a veteran's or fraternal organization and that have been owned by
the lessor veteran's or fraternal organization for a period of no less than one year immediately
preceding the conducting of the games of chance.

A charitable organization shall not lease premises from a veteran's or fraternal organization
to conduct a festival described in subsection (d)(1)C. hereof if the veteran's or fraternal
organization has already leased the premises twelve times during the preceding year to charitable
organizations for that purpose. If a charitable organization leases premises from a veteran's or
fraternal organization to conduct a festival described in subsection (d)(1)C. hereof, the charitable
organization shall not pay a rental rate for the premises per day of the festival that exceeds the
rental rate per bingo session that a charitable organization may pay under Section 517.06(b)(1)
when it leases premises from another charitable organization to conduct bingo games.

D. All of the money or assets received from the games of chance after deduction only of
prizes paid out during the conduct of the games of chance are used by, or given, donated or
otherwise transferred to, any organization that is described in subsection 509(a)(1), (2) or (3) of the
Internal Revenue Code and is either a governmental unit or an organization that is tax exempt
under subsection 501(a) and described in subsection 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code;

E. The games of chance are not conducted during, or within ten hours of, a bingo game
conducted for amusement purposes only pursuant to Section 517.13.

No person shall receive any commission, wage, salary, reward, tip, donations, gratuity or
other form of compensation, directly or indirectly, for operating or assisting in the operation of any
game of chance.

(2) Any tag fishing tournament operated under a permit issued under Ohio R.C. 1533.92, as
"tag fishing tournament" is defined in Ohio R.C. 1531.01.

(3) Bingo conducted by a charitable organization that holds a license issued under Ohio R.C.
2915.08.

(e) Subsection (d) hereof shall not be construed to authorize the sale, lease or other temporary
or permanent transfer of the right to conduct games of chance, as granted by subsection (d)
hereof, by any charitable organization that is granted that right.

(f) Whoever violates this section is guilty of gambling, a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the
offender previously has been convicted of a gambling offense, gambling is a felony and shall be
prosecuted under appropriate State law. (ORC 2915.02)

517.03 OPERATING A GAMBLING HOUSE.

(a) No person, being the owner or lessee, or having custody, control or supervision of premises,

shall:

(1) Use or occupy such premises for gambling in violation of Section 517.02;

(2) Recklessly permit such premises to be used or occupied for gambling in violation of
Section 517.02.



(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of operating a gambling house, a misdemeanor of the
first degree. If the offender previously has been convicted of a gambling offense, operating a
gambling house is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law.

(c) Premises used or occupied in violation of this section constitute a nuisance subject to
abatement pursuant to Ohio R.C. Chapter 3767. (ORC 2915.03)

517.04 PUBLIC GAMING.

(a) No person, while at a hotel, restaurant, tavern, store, arena, hall, or other place of public
accommodation, business, amusement, or resort shall make a bet or play any game of chance or
scheme of chance.

(b) No person, being the owner or lessee, or having custody, control, or supervision, of a hotel,
restaurant, tavern, store, arena, hall, or other place of public accommodation, business,
amusement, or resort shall recklessly permit those premises to be used or occupied in violation of
subsection (a) of this section.

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) of this section do not prohibit conduct in connection with gambling
expressly permitted by law.

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of public gaming. Except as otherwise provided in this
subsection, public gaming is a minor misdemeanor. If the offender previously has been convicted
of any gambling offense, public gaming is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.

(e) Premises used or occupied in violation of subsection (b) of this section constitute a nuisance
subject to abatement under Ohio R.C. Chapter 3767. (ORC 2915.04)

517.05 CHEATING.

(a) No person, with purpose to defraud or knowing that the person is facilitating a fraud, shall

engage in conduct designed to corrupt the outcome of any of the following:

(1) The subject of a bet;

(2) A contest of knowledge, skill, or endurance that is not an athletic or sporting event;
(3) A scheme or game of chance;

(4) Bingo.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of cheating. Except as otherwise provided in this
subsection cheating is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the potential gain from the cheating is
one thousand dollars ($1,000) or more, or if the offender previously has been convicted of any
gambling offense or of any theft offense as defined in Ohio R.C. 2913.01, cheating is a felony and
shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. (ORC 2915.05)

517.06 METHODS OF CONDUCTING A BINGO GAME; PROHIBITIONS.

(a) No charitable organization that conducts bingo shall fail to do any of the following:

(1) Own all of the equipment used to conduct bingo or lease that equipment from a charitable
organization that is licensed to conduct bingo, or from the landlord of a premises where bingo is
conducted, for a rental rate that is not more than is customary and reasonable for that equipment;

(2) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (a)(3) of this section, use all of the gross
receipts from bingo for paying prizes, for reimbursement of expenses for or for renting premises in
which to conduct bingo, for reimbursement of expenses for or for purchasing or leasing bingo
supplies used in conducting bingo, for reimbursement of expenses for or for hiring security
personnel, for reimbursement of expenses for or for advertising bingo, or for reimbursement of
other expenses or for other expenses listed in the definition for “expenses” in Section 517.01(s),
provided that the amount of the receipts so spent is not more than is customary and reasonable for
a similar purchase, lease, hiring, advertising, or expense. If the building in which bingo is
conducted is owned by the charitable organization conducting bingo and the bingo conducted



includes a form of bingo described in the definition of “bingo” in Section 517.01(b)(1), the
charitable organization may deduct from the total amount of the gross receipts from each session a
sum equal to the lesser of six hundred dollars ($600.00) or forty-five percent (45%) of the gross
receipts from the bingo described in that division as consideration for the use of the premises;

(3) Use, or give, donate, or otherwise transfer, all of the net profit derived from bingo
described in Section 517.01(b)(1), for a charitable purpose listed in its license application and
described in Section 517.02(k), or distribute all of the net profit from the proceeds of the sale of
instant bingo or electronic instant bingo as stated in its license application and in accordance with
Ohio R.C. 2915.101, as applicable.

(b) No charitable organization that conducts a bingo game described in Section 517.01(b)(1)
shall fail to do any of the following:

(1) Conduct the bingo game on premises that are owned by the charitable organization, on
premises that are owned by another charitable organization and leased from that charitable
organization for a rental rate not in excess of the lesser of six hundred dollars ($600.00) per bingo
session or forty-five percent (45%) of the gross receipts of the bingo session, on premises that are
leased from a person other than a charitable organization for a rental rate that is not more than is
customary and reasonable for premises that are similar in location, size, and quality but not in
excess of four hundred fifty dollars ($450.00) per bingo session, or on premises that are owned by
a person other than a charitable organization, that are leased from that person by another
charitable organization, and that are subleased from that other charitable organization by the
charitable organization for a rental rate not in excess of four hundred fifty dollars ($450.00) per
bingo session. No charitable organization is required to pay property taxes or assessments on
premises that the charitable organization leases from another person to conduct bingo sessions. If
the charitable organization leases from a person other than a charitable organization the premises
on which it conducts bingo sessions, the lessor of the premises shall provide the premises to the
organization and shall not provide the organization with bingo game operators, security personnel,
concessions or concession operators, bingo supplies, or any other type of service. A charitable
organization shall not lease or sublease premises that it owns or leases to more than three (3)
other charitable organizations per calendar week for conducting bingo sessions on the premises. A
person that is not a charitable organization shall not lease premises that it owns, leases, or
otherwise is empowered to lease to more than three (3) charitable organizations per calendar week
for conducting bingo sessions on the premises. In no case shall more than nine (9) bingo sessions
be conducted on any premises in any calendar week.

(2) Display its license conspicuously at the premises where the bingo session is conducted,;

(3) Conduct the bingo session in accordance with the definition of bingo set forth in Section
517.01(b)(1).

(c) No charitable organization that conducts a bingo game described in Section 517.01(b)(1)
shall do any of the following:

(1) Pay any compensation to a bingo game operator for operating a bingo session that is
conducted by the charitable organization or for preparing, selling, or serving food or beverages at
the site of the bingo session, permit any auxiliary unit or society of the charitable organization to
pay compensation to any bingo game operator who prepares, sells, or serves food or beverages at
a bingo session conducted by the charitable organization, or permit any auxiliary unit or society of
the charitable organization to prepare, sell, or serve food or beverages at a bingo session
conducted by the charitable organization, if the auxiliary unit or society pays any compensation to
the bingo game operators who prepare, sell, or serve the food or beverages;



(2) Pay consulting fees to any person for any services performed in relation to the bingo
session;

(3) Pay concession fees to any person who provides refreshments to the participants in the
bingo session;

(4) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (c)(4) of this section, conduct more than three
bingo sessions in any seven-day period. A volunteer firefighter's organization or a volunteer rescue
service organization that conducts not more than five (5) bingo sessions in a calendar year may
conduct more than three (3) bingo sessions in a seven-day period after notifying the Attorney
General when it will conduct the sessions;

(5) Pay out more than six thousand dollars ($6,000) in prizes for bingo games described in
Section 517.01(b)(1) during any bingo session that is conducted by the charitable organization.
“Prizes” does not include awards from the conduct of instant bingo;

(6) Conduct a bingo session at any time during the eight-hour period between 2:00 a.m. and
10:00 a.m., at any time during, or within ten (10) hours of, a bingo game conducted for amusement
only pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2915.12, at any premises not specified on its license, or on any day of
the week or during any time period not specified on its license. Subsection (c)(6) of this section
does not prohibit the sale of instant bingo tickets beginning at 9:00 a.m. for a bingo session that
begins at 10:00 a.m. If circumstances make it impractical for the charitable organization to conduct
a bingo session at the premises, or on the day of the week or at the time, specified on its license or
if a charitable organization wants to conduct bingo sessions on a day of the week or at a time other
than the day or time specified on its license, the charitable organization may apply in writing to the
Attorney General for an amended license, pursuant to division (J) of Ohio R.C. 2915.08. A charitable
organization may apply twice in each calendar year for an amended license to conduct bingo
sessions on a day of the week or at a time other than the day or time specified on its license. If the
amended license is granted, the organization may conduct bingo sessions at the premises, on the
day of the week, and at the time specified on its amended license;

(7) Permit any person whom the charitable organization knows, or should have known, is
under the age of eighteen (18) to work as a bingo game operator;

(8) Permit any person whom the charitable organization knows, or should have known, has
been convicted of a felony or gambling offense in any jurisdiction to be a bingo game operator;

(9) Permit the lessor of the premises on which the bingo session is conducted, if the lessor is
not a charitable organization, to provide the charitable organization with bingo game operators,
security personnel, concessions, bingo supplies, or any other type of service;

(10) Purchase or lease bingo supplies from any person except a distributor issued a license
under Ohio R.C. 2915.081;

(11) A. Use or permit the use of electronic bingo aids except under the following
circumstances:

1. For any single participant, not more than ninety (90) bingo faces can be played using an
electronic bingo aid or aids.

2. The charitable organization shall provide a participant using an electronic bingo aid with
corresponding paper bingo cards or sheets.

3. The total price of bingo faces played with an electronic bingo aid shall be equal to the
total price of the same number of bingo faces played with a paper bingo card or sheet sold at the
same bingo session but without an electronic bingo aid.

4. An electronic bingo aid cannot be part of an electronic network other than a network
that includes only bingo aids and devices that are located on the premises at which the bingo is



being conducted or be interactive with any device not located on the premises at which the bingo
is being conducted.

5. An electronic bingo aid cannot be used to participate in bingo that is conducted at a
location other than the location at which the bingo session is conducted and at which the electronic
bingo aid is used.

6. An electronic bingo aid cannot be used to provide for the input of numbers and letters
announced by a bingo caller other than the bingo caller who physically calls the numbers and
letters at the location at which the bingo session is conducted and at which the electronic bingo aid
is used.

B. The Attorney General may adopt rules in accordance with Ohio R.C. Chapter 119 that
govern the use of electronic bingo aids. The rules may include a requirement that an electronic
bingo aid be capable of being audited by the Attorney General to verify the number of bingo cards
or sheets played during each bingo session.

(12) Permit any person the charitable organization knows, or should have known, to be under
eighteen (18) years of age to play bingo described in Section 517.01(b)(1).

(d) (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (d)(3) hereof, no charitable organization
shall provide to a bingo game operator, and no bingo game operator shall receive or accept, any
commission, wage, salary, reward, tip, donation, gratuity, or other form of compensation, directly
or indirectly, regardless of the source, for conducting bingo or providing other work or labor at the
site of bingo during a bingo session.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (d)(3) of this section, no charitable
organization shall provide to a bingo game operator any commission, wage, salary, reward, tip,
donation, gratuity, or other form of compensation, directly or indirectly regardless of the source, for
conducting instant bingo, electronic instant bingo, or both other than at a bingo session at the site
of instant bingo, electronic instant bingo, or both other than at a bingo session.

(3) Nothing in subsection (d) hereof prohibits an employee of a fraternal organization,
veteran’s organization, or sporting organization from selling instant bingo tickets or cards to the
organization’s members or invited guests, as long as no portion of the employee’s compensation is
paid from any receipts of bingo.

(e) Notwithstanding subsection (b)(1) of this section, a charitable organization that, prior to
December 6, 1977, has entered into written agreements for the lease of premises it owns to
another charitable organization or other charitable organizations for the conducting of bingo
sessions so that more than two (2) bingo sessions are conducted per calendar week on the
premises, and a person that is not a charitable organization and that, prior to December 6, 1977,
has entered into written agreements for the lease of premises it owns to charitable organizations
for the conducting of more than two (2) bingo sessions per calendar week on the premises, may
continue to lease the premises to those charitable organizations, provided that no more than four
sessions are conducted per calendar week, that the lessor organization or person has notified the
Attorney General in writing of the organizations that will conduct the sessions and the days of the
week and the times of the day on which the sessions will be conducted, that the initial lease
entered into with each organization that will conduct the sessions was filed with the Attorney
General prior to December 6, 1977, and that each organization that will conduct the sessions was
issued a license to conduct bingo games by the Attorney General prior to December 6, 1977.

(f) This section does not prohibit a bingo licensed charitable organization or a game operator
from giving any person an instant bingo ticket as a prize.

(g) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates subsection (a)(1) or (2),



(b)(1), (2), or (3), (c)(1) to (11) or (d) of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If the
offender previously has been convicted of a violation of subsection (a)(1) or (2), (b)(1), (2) or (3),
(c)(1) to (11), or (d) of this section, a violation of subsection (a)(1) or (2), (b)(1), (2) or (3) or (c)(1)
to (11) or (d) of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree. Whoever violates subsection
(c)(12) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously has
been convicted of a violation of subsection (c)(12) of this section, a violation of subsection (c)(12) is
a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law.
(ORC 2915.09)
517.07 INSTANT BINGO CONDUCT.

(a) No charitable organization that conducts instant bingo shall do any of the following:

(1) Fail to comply with the requirements of divisions (A)(1), (2), and (3) of Ohio R.C. 2915.09;

(2) Conduct instant bingo unless either of the following applies:

A. That organization is, and has received from the Internal Revenue Service a determination
letter that is currently in effect stating that the organization is, exempt from federal income
taxation under subsection 501(a), is described in subsection 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code, is a charitable organization as defined in Section 517.01, is in good standing in the State
pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2915.08, and is in compliance with Ohio R.C. Chapter 1716;

B. That organization is, and has received from the Internal Revenue Service a determination
letter that is currently in effect stating that the organization is, exempt from federal income
taxation under subsection 501(a), is described in subsection 501(c)(8), 501(c)(10), or 501(c)(19) or
is a veteran’s organization described in subsection 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code, and
conducts instant bingo under Section 517.14.

(3) Conduct instant bingo on any day, at any time, or at any premises not specified on the
organization's license issued pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2915.08;

(4) Permit any person whom the organization knows or should have known has been
convicted of a felony or gambling offense in any jurisdiction to be a bingo game operator in the
conduct of instant bingo;

(5) Purchase or lease supplies used to conduct instant bingo or punch board games from any
person except a distributor licensed under Ohio R.C. 2915.081;

(6) Sell or provide any instant bingo ticket or card for a price different from the price printed
on it by the manufacturer on either the instant bingo ticket or card or on the game flare;

(7) Sell an instant bingo ticket or card to a person under eighteen (18) years of age;

(8) Fail to keep unsold instant bingo tickets or cards for less than three (3) years;

(9) Pay any compensation to a bingo game operator for conducting instant bingo that is
conducted by the organization or for preparing, selling, or serving food or beverages at the site of
the instant bingo game, permit any auxiliary unit or society of the organization to pay
compensation to any bingo game operator who prepares, sells, or serves food or beverages at an
instant bingo game conducted by the organization, or permit any auxiliary unit or society of the
organization to prepare, sell, or serve food or beverages at an instant bingo game conducted by
the organization, if the auxiliary unit or society pays any compensation to the bingo game
operators who prepare, sell, or serve the food or beverages;

(10) Pay fees to any person for any services performed in relation to an instant bingo game,
except as provided in Section 517.09(d);

(11) Pay fees to any person who provides refreshments to the participants in an instant bingo
game;

(12) A. Allow instant bingo tickets or cards to be sold to bingo game operators at a premises



at which the organization sells instant bingo tickets or cards or to be sold to employees of a D
permit holder who are working at a premises at which instant bingo tickets or cards are sold;

B. Subsection (a)(12)A. of this section does not prohibit a licensed charitable organization or
a bingo game operator from giving any person an instant bingo ticket as a prize in place of a cash
prize won by a participant in an instant bingo game. In no case shall an instant bingo ticket or card
be sold or provided for a price different from the price printed on it by the manufacturer on either
the instant bingo ticket or card or on the game flare.

(13) Fail to display its bingo license, and the serial numbers of the deal of instant bingo tickets
or cards to be sold, conspicuously at each premises at which it sells instant bingo tickets or cards;

(14) Possess a deal of instant bingo tickets or cards that was not purchased from a distributor
licensed under Ohio R.C. 2915.081 as reflected on an invoice issued by the distributor that contains
all of the information required by Section 517.11(f);

(15) Fail, once it opens a deal of instant bingo tickets or cards, to continue to sell the tickets or
cards in that deal until the tickets or cards with the top two (2) highest tiers of prizes in that deal
are sold;

(16) Possess bingo supplies that were not obtained in accordance with Ohio R.C. 2915.01 to
2915.13.

(b) A charitable organization may purchase, lease, or use instant bingo ticket dispensers to sell
instant bingo tickets or cards.

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) of this section or a rule adopted under Ohio R.C.
2915.091(C) is quilty of illegal instant bingo conduct. Except as otherwise provided in this
subsection, illegal instant bingo conduct is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender
previously has been convicted of a violation of subsection (a) of this section or of such a rule, illegal
instant bingo conduct is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law.

(ORC 2915.091)
517.08 RAFFLES.

(a) (1) Subject to subsection (a)(2) of this section, a person or entity may conduct a raffle to
raise money for the person or entity and does not need a license to conduct bingo in order to
conduct a raffle drawing that is not for profit if the person or entity is any of the following:

A. Exempt from federal income taxation under IRC §501(a) and described in IRC §501(c)(3);

B. A school district, community school established under Ohio R.C. Chapter 3314, STEM
school established under Ohio R.C. Chapter 3326, college-preparatory boarding school established
under Ohio R.C. Chapter 3328, or chartered nonpublic school;

C. Exempt from federal income taxation under IRC §501(a) and described in IRC §501(c)(4),
501(c)(6), 501(c)(7), 501(c)(8), 501(c)(10) or 501(c)(19).

(2) If a person or entity that is described in subsection (a)(1)C. of this section conducts a
raffle, the person or entity shall distribute at least fifty percent (50%) of the net profit from the
raffle to a charitable purpose described in Section 517.01(j) or to a department or agency of the
federal government, the state, or any political subdivision.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section, no person shall conduct a raffle drawing
that is for profit or a raffle drawing that is not for profit.

(c) Whoever violates subsection (b) of this section is guilty of illegal conduct of a raffle. Except
as otherwise provided in this subsection, illegal conduct of a raffle is a misdemeanor of the first
degree. If the offender previously has been convicted of a violation of subsection (b) of this section,
illegal conduct of a raffle is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. (ORC
2915.092)



517.09 CHARITABLE INSTANT BINGO ORGANIZATIONS.

(@) As used in this section, "retail income from all commercial activity" means the income that a
person receives from the provision of goods, services, or activities that are provided at the location
where instant bingo other than at a bingo session is conducted, including the sale of instant bingo
tickets. A religious organization that is exempt from federal income taxation under subsection
501(a) and described in subsection 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, at not more than one
location at which it conducts its charitable programs, may include donations from its members and
guests as retail income.

(b) (1) If acharitable instant bingo organization conducts instant bingo other than at a bingo
session under a type lll license issued under Ohio R.C. 2915.08, the charitable instant bingo
organization shall enter into a written contract with the owner or lessor of the location at which the
instant bingo is conducted to allow the owner or lessor to assist in the conduct of instant bingo
other than at a bingo session, identify each location where the instant bingo other than at a bingo
session is being conducted, and identify the owner or lessor of each location.

(2) A charitable instant bingo organization that conducts instant bingo other than at a bingo
session under a type lll license issued under Ohio R.C. 2915.08 is not required to enter into a
written contract with the owner or lessor of the location at which the instant bingo is conducted
provided that the owner or lessor is not assisting in the conduct of the instant bingo other than at a
bingo session and provided that the conduct of the instant bingo other than at a bingo session at
that location is not more than five (5) days per calendar year and not more than ten (10) hours per
day.

(c) Except as provided in subsection (f) of this section, no charitable instant bingo organization
shall conduct instant bingo other than at a bingo session at a location where the primary source of
retail income from all commercial activity at that location is the sale of instant bingo tickets.

(d) The owner or lessor of a location that enters into a contract pursuant to subsection (b) of this
section shall pay the full gross profit to the charitable instant bingo organization, in return for the
deal of instant bingo tickets. The owner or lessor may retain the money that the owner or lessor
receives for selling the instant bingo tickets, provided, however, that after the deal has been sold,
the owner or lessor shall pay to the charitable instant bingo organization the value of any
unredeemed instant bingo prizes remaining in the deal of instant bingo tickets.

The charitable instant bingo organization shall pay six per cent of the total gross receipts of any
deal of instant bingo tickets for the purpose of reimbursing the owner or lessor for expenses
described in this subsection.

As used in this subsection, “expenses” means those items provided for in subsections (s)(4), (5),
(6), (7), (8), (12) and (13) of Section 517.01 and that percentage of the owner’s or lessor’s rent for
the location where instant bingo is conducted. “Expenses” in the aggregate, shall not exceed six
percent (6%) of the total gross receipts of any deal of instant bingo tickets.

As used in this subsection, “full gross profit” means the amount by which the total receipts of all
instant bingo tickets, if the deal had been sold in full, exceeds the amount that would be paid out if
all prizes were redeemed.

(e) A charitable instant bingo organization shall provide the Attorney General with all of the
following information:

(1) That the charitable instant bingo organization has terminated a contract entered into
pursuant to subsection (b) of this section with an owner or lessor of a location;

(2) That the charitable instant bingo organization has entered into a written contract pursuant
to subsection (b) of this section with a new owner or lessor of a location;



(3) That the charitable instant bingo organization is aware of conduct by the owner or lessor of
a location at which instant bingo is conducted that is in violation of this chapter or Ohio R.C.
Chapter 2915.

(f) Subsection (c) of this section does not apply to a volunteer firefighter’'s organization that is
exempt from federal income taxation under subsection 501(a) and described in subsection
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, that conducts instant bingo other than at a bingo session
on the premises where the organization conducts firefighter training, that has conducted instant
bingo continuously for at least five years prior to July 1, 2003, and that, during each of those five
years, had gross receipts of at least one million five hundred thousand dollars.

(ORC 2915.093)
517.10 LOCATION OF INSTANT BINGO.

(@) No owner or lessor of a location shall assist a charitable instant bingo organization in the
conduct of instant bingo other than at a bingo session at that location unless the owner or lessor
has entered into a written contract, as described in Section 517.09, with the charitable instant
bingo organization to assist in the conduct of instant bingo other than at a bingo session.

(b) The location of the lessor or owner shall be designated as a location where the charitable
instant bingo organization conducts instant bingo other than at a bingo session.

(c) No owner or lessor of a location that enters into a written contract as prescribed in
subsection (a) of this section shall violate any provision of Ohio R.C. Chapter 2915, or permit, aid,
or abet any other person in violating any provision of Ohio R.C. Chapter 2915.

(d) No owner or lessor of a location that enters into a written contract as prescribed in
subsection (a) of this section shall violate the terms of the contract.

(e) (1) Whoever violates subsection (c) or (d) of this section is guilty of illegal instant bingo
conduct. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, illegal instant bingo conduct is a
misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously has been convicted of a violation of
subsection (c) or (d) of this section, illegal instant bingo conduct is a felony and shall be prosecuted
under appropriate State law.

(2) If an owner or lessor of a location knowingly, intentionally, or recklessly violates subsection
(c) or (d) of this section, any license that the owner or lessor holds for the retail sale of any goods
on the owner's or lessor's premises that is issued by the State or a political subdivision is subject to
suspension, revocation, or payment of a monetary penalty at the request of the Attorney General.
(ORC 2915.094)

517.11 BINGO OR GAME OF CHANCE RECORDS.

(a) No charitable organization that conducts bingo or a game of chance pursuant to Section
517.02(d), shall fail to maintain the following records for at least three years from the date on
which the bingo or game of chance is conducted:

(1) Anitemized list of the gross receipts of each bingo session, each game of instant bingo by
serial number, each electronic instant bingo game by serial number, each raffle, each punch board
game, and each game of chance, and an itemized list of the gross profits of each game of instant
bingo by serial number and each electronic instant bingo game by serial number;

(2) Anitemized list of all expenses, other than prizes, that are incurred in conducting bingo,
the name of each person to whom the expenses are paid, and a receipt for all of the expenses;

(3) Alist of all prizes awarded during each bingo session, each raffle, each punch board
game, and each game of chance conducted by the charitable organization, the total prizes
awarded from each game of instant bingo by serial number and each electronic instant bingo game
by serial number, and the name, address, and social security number of all persons who are



winners of prizes of six hundred dollars ($600.00) or more in value;

(4) An itemized list of the recipients of the net profit of the bingo or game of chance, including
the name and address of each recipient to whom the money is distributed, and if the organization
uses the net profit of bingo, or the money or assets received from a game of chance, for any
charitable or other purpose set forth in Section 517.01(k), Section 517.02(d), or Ohio R.C.
2915.101, a list of each purpose and an itemized list of each expenditure for each purpose;

(5) The number of persons who participate in any bingo session or game of chance that is
conducted by the charitable organization;

(6) A list of receipts from the sale of food and beverages by the charitable organization or one
of its auxiliary units or societies, if the receipts were excluded from "gross receipts" Section
517.01(bb);

(7) An itemized list of all expenses incurred at each bingo session, each raffle, each punch
board game, or each game of instant bingo or electronic instant bingo conducted by the charitable
organization in the sale of food and beverages by the charitable organization or by an auxiliary unit
or society of the charitable organization, the name of each person to whom the expenses are paid,
and a receipt for all of the expenses.

(b) A charitable organization shall keep the records that it is required to maintain pursuant to
subsection (a) of this section at its principal place of business in this State or at its headquarters in
this State and shall notify the Attorney General of the location at which those records are kept.

(c) The gross profit from each bingo session or game described in Section 517.01(b)(1) or (2)
shall be deposited into a checking account devoted exclusively to the bingo session or game.
Payments for allowable expenses incurred in conducting the bingo session or game and payments
to recipients of some or all of the net profit of the bingo session or game shall be made only by
checks or electronic fund transfers drawn on the bingo session or game account.

(d) Each charitable organization shall conduct and record an inventory of all of its bingo supplies
as of the first day of November of each year.

(e) The Attorney General may adopt rules in accordance with Ohio R.C. Chapter 119 that
establish standards of accounting, record keeping, and reporting to ensure that gross receipts from
bingo or games of chance are properly accounted for.

(f) A distributor shall maintain, for a period of three (3) years after the date of its sale or other
provision, a record of each instance of its selling or otherwise providing to another person bingo
supplies for use in this State. The record shall include all of the following for each instance:

(1) The name of the manufacturer from which the distributor purchased the bingo supplies
and the date of the purchase;

(2) The name and address of the charitable organization or other distributor to which the
bingo supplies were sold or otherwise provided;

(3) A description that clearly identifies the bingo supplies;

(4) Invoices that include the nonrepeating serial numbers of all paper bingo cards and sheets
and all instant bingo deals sold or otherwise provided to each charitable organization.

(g) A manufacturer shall maintain, for a period of three (3) years after the date of its sale or
other provision, a record of each instance of its selling or otherwise providing bingo supplies for use
in this State. The record shall include all of the following for each instance:

(1) The name and address of the distributor to whom the bingo supplies were sold or
otherwise provided;

(2) A description that clearly identifies the bingo supplies, including serial numbers;

(3) Invoices that include the nonrepeating serial numbers of all paper bingo cards and sheets



and all instant bingo deals sold or otherwise provided to each distributor.

(h) (1) The Attorney General, or any law enforcement agency, may do all of the following:

A. Investigate any charitable organization, distributor, or manufacturer or any officer, agent,
trustee, member, or employee of the organization, distributor, or manufacturer;

B. Examine the accounts and records of the charitable organization, distributor, or
manufacturer or of any officer, agent, trustee, member, or employee of the organization,
distributor, or manufacturer;

C. Conduct inspections, audits, and observations of bingo or games of chance;

D. Conduct inspections of the premises where bingo or games of chance are conducted or
where bingo supplies are manufactured or distributed;

E. Take any other necessary and reasonable action to determine if a violation of any
provision of this chapter or Ohio R.C. Chapter 2915 has occurred and to determine whether Section
517.12 has been complied with.

(2) If any law enforcement agency has reasonable grounds to believe that a charitable
organization, distributor, or manufacturer or an officer, agent, trustee, member, or employee of the
organization, distributor, or manufacturer has violated any provision of this chapter or Ohio R.C.
Chapter 2915, the law enforcement agency may proceed by action in the proper court to enforce
this chapter or Ohio R.C. Chapter 2915, provided that the law enforcement agency shall give
written notice to the Attorney General when commencing an action as described in this division.

(i) No person shall destroy, alter, conceal, withhold, or deny access to any accounts or records
of a charitable organization, distributor, or manufacturer that have been requested for
examination, or obstruct, impede, or interfere with any inspection, audit, or observation of bingo or
a game of chance, of premises where bingo or a game of chance is conducted, or of premises
where bingo supplies are manufactured or distributed, or refuse to comply with any reasonable
request of, or obstruct, impede, or interfere with any other reasonable action undertaken by, the
Attorney General or a law enforcement agency pursuant to subsection (h) hereof.

(j) Whoever violates subsection (a) or (i) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first
degree. (ORC 2915.10)

Disclaimer: This Code of Ordinances and/or any other documents that appear on this site may not
reflect the most current legislation adopted by the Municipality. American Legal Publishing provides
these documents for informational purposes only. These documents should not be relied upon as
the definitive authority for local legislation. Additionally, the formatting and pagination of the
posted documents varies from the formatting and pagination of the official copy. The official
printed copy of a Code of Ordinances should be consulted prior to any action being taken.

For further information regarding the official version of any of this Code of Ordinances or other
documents posted on this site, please contact the Municipality directly or contact American Legal
Publishing toll-free at 800-445-5588.

Hosted by: American Legal Publishing

Back to Code Library
Previous Doc

Next Doc

0 items available



Detected leqislative history

e Ordinances of Sheffield Lake, OH

e ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHEFFIELD LAKE, OHIO

e ORDINANCE NO. 116-84

e ORDINANCES OF SHEFFIELD LAKE

e orderly Conduct and Peace Disturbance

e ORDS

e ord of a premises where bingo is conducted, for a rental rate that is not more than is
customary and reasonable for that equipment;

e ordance with Ohio R

e ordance with the definition of bingo set forth in Section 517

e amended license, pursuant to division (J) of Ohio R

e amended license to conduct bingo sessions on a day of the week or at a time other than
the day or time specified on its license

e amended license is granted, the organization may conduct bingo sessions at the
premises, on the day of the week, and at the time specified on its amended license;

e adopted under Ohio R

e order to conduct a raffle drawing that is not for profit if the person or entity is any of the
following:

e ords for at least three years from the date on which the bingo or game of chance is
conducted:

e ords that it is required to maintain pursuant to subsection (a) of this section at its principal
place of business in this State or at its headquarters in this State and shall notify

e ords are kept

e ord an inventory of all of its bingo supplies as of the first day of November of each year

e ord keeping, and reporting to ensure that gross receipts from bingo or games of chance
are properly accounted for

e ord of each instance of its selling or otherwise providing to another person bingo supplies
for use in this State

e ord shall include all of the following for each instance:

e ord of each instance of its selling or otherwise providing bingo supplies for use in this
State

e ords of the charitable organization, distributor, or manufacturer or of any officer, agent,
trustee, member, or employee of the organization, distributor, or manufacturer;

e ords of a charitable organization, distributor, or manufacturer that have been requested
for examination, or obstruct, impede, or interfere with any inspection, audit, or
observation

e Ordinances and/or any other documents that appear on this site may not reflect the most
current legislation adopted by the Municipality

e Ordinances should be consulted prior to any action being taken



e Ordinances or other documents posted on this site, please contact the Municipality
directly or contact American Legal Publishing toll-free at 800-445-5588

Imported automatically by MunicipalWiki. The original publisher remains the authoritative source
pending legal normalization and verification.

Revision #1
Created 2026-07-18 21:38:27 UTC by MunicipalWiki Indexer
Updated 2026-07-18 21:38:27 UTC by MunicipalWiki Indexer



