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CHAPTER 541 Property Offenses

CHAPTER 541 Property Offenses

CHAPTER 541

Property Offenses

541.01 Determining property value in arson.
541.02 Arson.

541.03 Criminal damaging or endangering.
541.04 Criminal mischief.

541.05 Criminal trespass.

541.051 Aggravated trespass.

541.06 Destruction of shrubs, trees or crops.
541.07 Desecration.

541.08 Billposting and handbills.

541.09 Fraudulent advertising.

541.10 Ethnic intimidation.

541.11 Vehicular vandalism.

541.12 Trespass on a place of public amusement.
541.99 Penalty.

CROSS REFERENCES

See sectional histories for similar State law

Parents' liability for destructive acts of their children - see Ohio R.C. 3109.09
Physical harm to property defined - see GEN. OFF. 501.01(d), (f)
Reimbursement for investigation or prosecution costs - see GEN. OFF. 501.99(a)
Damage to sidewalks - see GEN. OFF. 521.04

Vehicle trespass - see GEN. OFF. 545.06

541.01 DETERMINING PROPERTY VALUE IN ARSON.
(a) The following criteria shall be used in determining the value of property or amount of
physical harm involved in a violation of Section 541.02.

(1) If the property is an heirloom, memento, collector's item, antique, museum piece,
manuscript, document, record or other thing that is either irreplaceable or is replaceable only on
the expenditure of substantial time, effort or money, the value of the property or the amount of
physical harm involved is the amount that would compensate the owner for its loss.

(2) If the property is not covered under subsection (a)(1) hereof, and the physical harm is such
that the property can be restored substantially to its former condition, the amount of physical harm
involved is the reasonable cost of restoring the property.

(3) If the property is not covered under subsection (a)(1) hereof, and the physical harm is such
that the property cannot be restored substantially to its former condition, the value of the property,
in the case of personal property, is the cost of replacing the property with new property of like kind
and quality, and in the case of real property or real property fixtures, is the difference in the fair
market value of the property immediately before and immediately after the offense.

(b) As used in this section, "fair market value" has the same meaning as in Section 545.02(c)(3).

(c) Prima-facie evidence of the value of property, as provided in Section 545.02(d) may be used



to establish the value of property pursuant to this section. (ORC 2909.11)
541.02 ARSON.

(a) No person, by means of fire or explosion, shall knowingly cause or create a substantial risk
of physical harm to any property of another without the other person’s consent.

(b) (1) No person, by means of fire or explosion, shall knowingly cause or create a substantial
risk of physical harm to any structure of another that is not an occupied structure;

(2) Itis an affirmative defense to a charge under subsection (b)(1) of this section that the
defendant acted with the consent of the other person.

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of arson, a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the
value of the property or the amount of physical harm involved is one thousand dollars ($1,000) or
more, arson is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law.

(ORC 2909.03)
541.03 CRIMINAL DAMAGING OR ENDANGERING.

(@) No person shall cause, or create a substantial risk of physical harm to any property of
another without the other person’s consent:

(1) Knowingly, by any means;
(2) Recklessly, by means of fire, explosion, flood, poison gas, poison, radioactive material,
caustic or corrosive material, or other inherently dangerous agency or substance.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of criminal damaging or endangering, a misdemeanor
of the second degree. If violation of this section creates a risk of physical harm to any person,
criminal damaging or endangering is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the property involved in
a violation is an aircraft, an aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, spare part, or any other
equipment or implement used or intended to be used in the operation of an aircraft and if the
violation creates a risk of physical harm to any person or if the property involved in a violation is an
occupied aircraft, criminal damaging or endangering is a felony and shall be prosecuted under
appropriate State law. (ORC 2909.06)
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