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909.01 DEFINITIONS; MAP OF MAJOR AND MINOR DITCHES.
   As used in this chapter, the words “ditches”, “watercourses” and “drainage improvements” mean
and include a stream of water flowing in a definite channel, having a bed and sides or banks, and
discharging itself into some other stream or body of water, whether a natural formation or
manmade, whether or not the stream flows continuously, whether or not it discharges itself into
another stream or body of water. The terms “ditches”, “watercourses” and “drainage
improvements” include, but are not limited to, any ditch, drain or watercourse which has become
the outlet of agricultural drainage, regardless of the time of usage, provided that the conditions
contained in this chapter are complied with. Ditches are further classified herein as major and
minor ditches, which are identified on a map or maps that may, from time to time, be prepared by
or on behalf of the City showing the major and minor ditches in the City. (Ord. 18- 99. Passed 4-27-
99.)
909.02 MAINTENANCE; AUTHORITY OF THE SERVICE DIRECTOR.
   (a)   All ditches, watercourses and drainage improvements of every kind, whether located within
public or private property, shall be under the control of the Service Director or his or her
designated agent.
   (b)   In cleaning, repairing and performing other maintenance work on ditches, watercourses and
drainage improvements, the Service Director or his designated agent may go upon adjoining or
abutting lands within the area necessary for proper operation of the required machinery, tools,
motor vehicles, conveyances or other equipment. The area necessary shall be seventy-five feet in
the case of a major ditch and fifty feet in the case of a minor ditch, with the centerline thereof
being the center of the ditch, watercourse or drainage improvement. If, in the course of the work, it
is necessary to damage or temporarily remove fences, poles or wire lines, then the cost of
repairing or replacing the fences, poles and wire lines shall be the responsibility of the City.
(Ord. 18-99. Passed 4-27-99.)
909.03 AUTHORITY OF CITY GENERALLY.
   The City shall have the authority to maintain, keep and repair ditches, watercourses and drainage
improvements, together with facilities and appurtenances necessary and proper therefor. (Ord. 18-
99. Passed 4-27-99.)
909.04 AUTHORITY OF CITY TO DRAIN OR FILL LOTS AND LAND, REMOVE PUTRID SUBSTANCES AND
OBSTRUCTIONS.
   (a)   The City may drain, by artificial means, at the expenses of the City, any lot or land within the
City upon which water, at any time, accumulates and becomes stagnant, in a way prejudicial to the
public health, convenience or welfare by reason of not having a natural drainage outlet, or any lot



or land within the City which cannot be drained by natural channels.
   (b)   The City shall have the authority to fill or drain any lot or land within its limits upon which
water, at any time, becomes stagnant; remove all putrid substances from any lot; and remove all
obstructions from culverts or cover drains or private property laid in any ditch, watercourse or
drainage improvement which obstruct the water naturally flowing therein causing it to flow back or
become stagnant, in a way prejudicial to the health, comfort or convenience of any of the residents
of the neighborhood. If culverts or drains are of insufficient capacity, the City may make them of
such capacity as is reasonably necessary to accommodate the flow at all times.
(Ord. 18-99. Passed 4-27-99.)
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